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ARLENE COLVIN, Chairperson / @ MEETING NO TICE

THERE WILL BE A MEETING OF THE
LITTLE CALUMET RIVER BASIN
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
T 6:00 PM. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2003 ‘-\\
AT THE COMMISSION OFFICE %ﬁy\

6100 SOUTHPORT ROAD Ca ‘
PORTAGE, IN Gj\J
WORK STUDY SESSION - 5:00 P.M. B‘y
AGENDA

1. Call to Order by Chairperson Arlene Colvin

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Recognition of Visitors and Guests

4. Approval of Minutes of July 2, 2003 I... "[

5. Chairperson’s Report

Report on Executive Session held July 24
gnned attendance of Col. Ray Johnston at September meeting

6. Executive Director’s Report

» IDNR field visit to project August 6 — Discussion

« State Budget Committee Meeting/Visit — August 13-15
» Budget Committee Request - $5 million allocation August 15
» Project Presentation — August 14

+ Crediting Update
» State Highway Credits documentation {
» Administrative Project Credit

* Gary Green-Link Project meeting held July 16 6 - 7

T

Standing Committees
A. Land Acquisition/Management Committee — Arlene Colvin, Chairperson
Land Acquisition
e Appraisals, offers, acquisitions, recommended actions
e Issues for Discussion
Land Management
e Issues for Discussion
Operation & Maintenance — Committee Chairman Bob Huffman
e O&M Committee meeting to be scheduled
s Issues for Discussion




B, Environmental Committee — Conunittee Chairman Mark Reshkin
» Mitigation status of Hobart Marsh area
* LEL meeting held July 10
* Letter to COE regarding 89 acres in Carlson OxBow Park / 0
* Issues for Discussion

C. Legislative Committee — Committee Chairman George Carlson /= /3
* $5 million budget request letter
« Mayor King commitment letter for “betterment” Burr Street Phase 2 /4 -/ .S/

= Issues for Discussion /6 - 9.@

D, Project Engineering Committee — Comniittee Chairman Bob Huffinan
» Construction Progress Report is being updated
» Meeting to be scheduled with Lake County Highway Dept. regarding
Kennedy Avenue bridge
» Issues for Discussion

E. Recreational Development Committee — Committee Chairman Emerson Delaney
» Issues for Discussion

F. Marina Development Committee — Committee Chairman Emerson Delaney
« Issues for Discussion

G. Finance Commitiee — Commiittee Chairman Curt Vosti /
» Financial status report
» Approval of claims for July 2003 22-2 3.2 y

+ Issues for Discussion

H. Policy Committee — Committee Chairman George Carlson
» Issues for Discussion

I Public Relations Committee — Committee Chairman Bob Marszalek
« Issues for Discussion

R. Other Issues/New Business
9. Statements to the Board from the Floor
10.  Set date for next meeting



MINUTES OF THE LITTLE CALUMET RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
HELD AT 6:00 PM, WEDNESDAY, JULY 2, 2003
6100 SOUTHPORT ROAD
PORTAGE, INDIANA

Chairperson Arlene Colvin called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. Eight (8) Commissioners were present. Pledge of
Allegiance was recited. Guests were recognized.

Development Commissioners: Visitors:

Arlene Colvin Jomary Crary — IDNR, Div. of Water
Robert Huffiman Kelsee Waggoner — Congressman’s Office
Mark Reshkin . Imad Samara - COE

George Carlson Bill Petrites — Highland resident

Steve Davis Sandy O’'Brien - Hobart

Charlie Ray Jim Flora - R. W. Armstrong Company
Emerson Delaney Don Ewoldt - LEL

Curt Vosti

Staff:

Dan Gardner

Sandy Mordus

Lou Casale

Jim Pokrajac

Judy Vamos

The minutes of the June 5, 2008 meeting were approved by a motion from George Carlson; motion seconded by Bob
Huffman; motion passed unanimously.

Chairperson’s Report — Chairperson Arlene Colvin referred to the updated 2008 Committees/phone list distributed to
members. If there are any changes, get them to Sandy. '

« Ms. Colvin informed the Board members that a Land Acquisition committee meeting will be scheduled in the near
future.

Executive Director’s Report — Executive Director Dan Gardner talked about the upcoming State Budget Committee
meeting to be held August 13-15, with the actual meeting taking place on the 15t Mr. Gardner has been in
communication with Sean Fahey and Amy McFadden, budget analyst. Staff is working on a funding timetable schedule
to coincide with the COE construction schedule. Mr. Gardner reiterated that we need to have a commitment for Burr
Street Phase 2 construction, pursue mitigation, and obtain the DNR permit. He and Arlene Colvin met with
Representative Earl Harris last month and discussed the problem of Burr St. not being creditable and the State not
releasing funds. Mr. Gardner referred to the letter he wrote to Rep. Harris. The Commission needs to have their budget
request into the State by next Friday. The issue of Burr Street Phase 2 needs to be resolved by then. He asked Arlene
Colvin about scheduling a meeting with the Mayor in an attempt to secure a City commitment for funding. The State
Budget Agency has said that the $2.8 million needed for Burr Street will not be on the agenda. _

« Imad Samara stated that the COE cannot advertise Stage VI-1 without completing all east reach construction. The
COE needs a commitment in place for Burr Street because the construction in the west reach would impact the area on
Burr St. Mr. Vosti asked for a clarification of the impact; Imad replied that buying the easements needed and doing any
utility work in the west reach will not impact Burr St. — only construction would. Imad emphasized that if we are not
able to build Burr St. Phase 2, the Commission would have to write a letter to the COE stating such and then they
would have to re-look at the original position. He stressed that, no matter what, the control structure west of Hart
Ditch must be built and for that to happen, Stage VI and V should be completed. Hydrologically, the COE cannot
increase the impact upstream or downstream; all levees east of the control structure must be built, whereby the project
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could conceivably end at the control structure. Further discussion ensued on re-looking at the original flood-proofing
plan for the Burr Street area. Imad said dollars spent for flood-proofing would be creditable. At this point, the
Commission remains hopeful that Mayor King will commit in writing to funding the “betterment” portion of Phase 2,

« Mr. Gardner informed the commission that he had a conference call with INDOT and Federal Highway on June 23,
2008 regarding highway credits. He stated that he and Imad both felt that progress is being made. INDOT has
identified a person who will break down the costs associated with the $19 million used for highway construction. He
credited INDOT and Laurie Mauldin for working with us to get this crediting issue resolved. .

« Mr. Gardner stated that he would be going to the Change of Command ceremony where Col. Mark Roncoli will be
leaving and Colonel Ray Johnston would be installed. '

Land Acquisition/Land Management Committee — Committee Chairperson Arlene Colvin gave the report. She
proceeded to make a motion to increase the offer on DC1011-B to $64,883; motion seconded by George Carlson; motion
passed unanimously.

* Ms. Colvin proceeded to make a motion approving the condemnations of 9 properties, only if needed. They were
DC1010-B, 1010-D, 1010-E, 1010-F, 1011-C, 1012-C, 1014, 1022, 1028, 1024, and 1082. Staff will continue to negotiate
with Jandowners and only use condemnation as a last resort. Since we are on a tight timetable to meet the COE deadline
to advertise in October 2008 for Stage VI-1, staff did not want to wait for the next meeting to obtain authorization for
condemnation. Motion was seconded by George Carlson; there was (1) abstention. Motion passed.

* Ms. Colvin made a motion to authorize C&H Mowing to do a Ist and 2 mowing at a total cost of $9,500 (lowest bid);
motion passed unanimously.

* Mr. Pokrajac explained that INDOT has requested a 12’ temporary right-of-way easement from the Commission in an
area between Chase and MLK Drive, south of 1-80/94. Ms. Colvin made a motion granting the right-of-entry to
" INDOT contingent upon COE engineering approval after review, and the LCRBDC attorney reviewing the ROE
request submitted by INDOT to assure that all legal requirements are met; motion passed unanimously.

Operation & Maintenance Committee — Committee Chairman Bob Huffman gave the O&M report. He reported that
the committee met on June 19. The committee decided that an example “summary of tasks” will be completed for Stage
11-8C (Grant St. to Harrison, south levee), and will also complete a detailed breakdown of O&M tasks using sluice gates
as an example. Another meeting of the O&M Committee will be scheduled in the near future.

« Mr. Huffman reported a pre-construction meeting was held on June 18 with GSD regarding the pump station at 27t &
Chase. A problem exists with the invert elevation at the sluice gate along the north line of protection being higher than
the invert of the drainage ditch, which blocks drainage from the north going to the Little Calumet River. The COE is
reviewing; this is one of items that GSD wants addressed.

Environmental Committee — Committee Chairman Mark Reshkin was happy to report that the Commission is making
progress in the Hobart Marsh area, with assistance from IDNR and Trust for Public Lands. He is hopeful that the
Commission is coming closer to meeting the Hobart Marsh obligation. A figure of about $1.5 million will probably be
needed to accomplish this. Negotiations are ongoing with property owners. He stated that an Executive Session will be
scheduled shortly to discuss real estate and related issues.

« Dr. Reshkin went on to say that a meeting will be held with LEL on July 10 to discuss wetland mitigation with regard
to Commission owned lands. Our current agreements with LEL will expire shortly and we need to see what our mutual
efforts and approaches will be. o

« Mr. Vosti questioned the Carlson-OxBow 89 acre parcel that he said could be available to help meet the mitigation
obligation. Although the COE has stated that these acres are not suitable, nothing has been formally transmitted to the
Commission. Mr. Vosti made a motion for staff to write a letter to Greg Moore of the COE asking him if their position
is the same and to send us a letter of explanation with supporting documentation; motion seconded by Emerson
Delaney, motion passed unanimously.
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Legislative Committee — Committee Chairman George Carlson commended Mr. Gardner for doing a fine job in
covering the State funding issue. Mr. Gardner added that in his contact with Sean Fahey and Amy McFadden, he
understands that the State Budget Committee will be in northwest IN from August 13-15. They indicated that they
want to talk to us and plan to do so on August 14 for a couple of hours. They want to see the video and go on a short
tour. Staff is also updating the construction status booklet for their use. Dr. Reshkin added that, in addition to seeing the
levees, they need to view the pump stations and utility relocations.

Project Engineering Committee — Committee Chairman Bob Huffman gave the engineering report. He reported that
SEH Engineering and NIES Engineering are doing the utility coordination for Stage VI-1 (SEH is doing north side of
the river and NIES is doing the south side of the river). Approval is needed to add on to their contracts (current cap is
$7,000). Mr. Huffman made a motion approving the add-on scope of work subject to attorney review and concurrence;
motion seconded by Curt Vosti; motion passed unanimously.

» Mr. Huffman reported that 2 meetings were held on June 13. The first meeting was a review with contractors, along
with Gary, GSD, and COF, for the Grant Street project. Imad Samara mentioned that the Grant Street Pump Station
was designed by the COE, which eliminated one of our small pumps for Stage III Remediation. A second meeting was
the pre-construction meeting with GSD for 27 & Chase pump station.

Recreation Committee — Committee Chairman Emerson Delaney stated that there is no ongoing recreational
construction at this time.

« Bob Huffinan stated that he bicycled the Marquette Trail in Chesterton and was impressed how well it is maintained.
It is a paved trail as opposed to our trail which is stoned. He also felt that overall, our trails have not been maintained
and there are areas where grass/weeds have overgrown. Jim Pokrajac added that, once the levees are mowed, that v.vill
help a lot with the encroachment of overgrowth, and that we will be receiving a cost to spray the trails to kill existing
weeds. Imad stated that the COE has not been maintaining the trails — basically, we have been.

« Mr. Huffiman also stated that he observed that the observation deck has not been repaired yet. Mr. Pokrajac answered
that it would be done next week. ‘

* Mr. Pokrajac added that he just received a letter today from Lake County Highway Department regarding the
Kennedy Avenue walkway, stating that they will be rebuilding the bridge deck and would increase the sidewalk from 6
to 10’ to accommodate our trail. They recommend that we do not do a cantilevered walkway because they would be
putting in a new sidewalk. Discussion ensued that we would be required to pay the incremental difference, whicf-l vs:ould
be about $90,000. Their project would be scheduled to advertise in about 1-1/2 years. It would save the Commission a
lot of money if this could be done; Imad concurred. Also discussed was the possibility of the Highway Dept. raising the
bridge so that sandbagging would not be necessary during flooding. Staff will maintain contact with them.

Marina Committee -~ Committee Chairman Emerson Delaney stated there was no report. . .
« Mr. Vosti asked about the Commission’s obligation with the city and stated that the issue of building-out the slips
should be revisited.

Finance Committee — Committee Chairman Curt Vosti gave the financial report. He referred to and made a motion to
approve the financial status sheet and the claims for the month of June totaling $46,485.90; motion seconded by Bob
Huffman; motion passed unanimously.

« Mr. Vosti proceeded to make a motion approving four (4) items to be paid out of O&M funds since they are not
creditable, They were: (1) $17.12 to IN American Water Co. for the final bill for water usage at the Commissxgr{'s rental
house; (2) $39.21 to NIPSCO for electric bill at same rental house; (3) $562.28 to South Shore Marina for repairing deck
at Grant & Harrison; and (4) $1,380 to South Shore Marina for installation of handrails on breakwater. The four items
total $1, 998.61; motion seconded by Bob Huffman; motion passed unanimously.

g
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« Mr. Gardner stated that he is hopeful that the Portage Port Authority will take over the responsibility of installing the
handrails in the spring and then removing them in the fall. Mr. Gardner will check with the Port Authority for future
handrail installation. Kelsee Waggoner added that the COE is currently doing routine repair work on the breakwaters.
Mr. Davis asked if South Shore Marina has coordinated with the COE.

* Mr. Vosti asked that staff not list any invoices on the claim sheet unless work has been completed.

Policy Committee — Committee Chairman George Carlson referred to a letter he wrote the Chairperson Arlene Colvin
on June 16 regarding the Chairperson’s right to vote. At the last meeting, he stated that the Chairperson could not make
motions; he apologized in that, after reviewing the newly-adopted bylaws, the Chairperson can make motions as a
committee chairperson and they do not require a second motion for passage.

« Bob Huffiman asked if missing Commissioners and if the news media had been contacted about the meeting date
change. Staff has notified them. The regular Commission monthly meeting date is now the first Wednesday of each
month (as opposed to the first Thursday).

Public Relations Committee — In Committee Chairman Bob Marszalel’s absence, Mr. Delaney inquired whether or
not the information had been passed on to him regarding the sign at the Charles Agnew Handicapped Park. He was
informed that Mr. Marszalek is out of the State but upon his return, he will be ordering the sign with some
modifications made to it. The dedication will probably take place in the fall.

Other Issues — Commissioner Bob Huffman inquired what the latest status was regarding INDOT pump station at Tri
State. Mr. Pokrajac replied that to his knowledge, Highland has not responded to INDOT yet with their letter of
commitment. North Township did send a letter to INDOT stating their support and acknowledging the payment of
their fair share. The issue will be agreement on the share each party will pay.

Statements from the Floor — Don Ewoldt asked if the $2.8 million to be spent on Burr Street is creditable. He was
informed that it is not; only the portion that would have been spent for the original flood proofing plan, would be
creditable.

« Mr. Ewoldt stated that, even if we got the 89 acres at Carlson-OxBow Park for mitigation purposes, it would only be
enhancement - .
» Judy Vamos added that she, along with Commissioners Curt Vosti and Bob Huffman, visited the Boy Scouts at t?xelr
annual clean-up of the river across from Riley School in Hammond. She said they were doing a great job and have built a
couple of bridges there and maintained the trail.

There being no further business, the next meeting was scheduled for 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 6, 2003.
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
100 North Senate Avenue
Room N755
- Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2228
(317) 232-5533 FAX: (317) 232-0238
An Equal Opportunity Employer ® http://www.in.gov/dot

FRANK O’BANNON, Governor o - :

J. BRYAN NICOL, Commissioner ' Writer’s Direct Line
TO: Dan Gardner
Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission
FROM: Laurie Maudlin %w\l\
Indjana Departmemt of Transportation
DATE: July 10, 2003
RE: Little Cal documentation

Please find attached the documentation for the INDOT projects we have specified as eligible for credit for
federal Corps of Engineers funding, with a summary sheet included. 1 have forwarded a copy to the Federal
Highway Administration for review, and they have provided preliminary approval. I would like to supply
this packet to the Corps, and let them know that we think this paperwork will provide reasonable evidence,
along with the certifications provided by INDOT and FHWA, that enough state funding (primarily bonds)
was used on these projects to qualify for approximately $19,000,000 in credits.

If you don’t mind, can you take a look at these documents and provide any comments or thoughts before I
forward them to the Corps of Engineers? Your perspective will be much appreciated.

Please do not hesitate to call at (317) 232-5475 to discuss after your review.



Agenda ~ Advisory Committee Meeting |
Gary Green Link Corridor Master Plan
Wednesday, July 16, 2003

Project Goal

The goal of the project is to develop, through a public process, a Master Plan for
implementation and management of a natural resources greenway and recreation corridor, the
Gary Green Link, which will ring the City of Gary, connecting the Grand Calumet River, the
Little Calumet River, and the Lake Michigan shoreline.

Project Objectives

The Gary Green Link, as it will be defined by the Master Plan, has the ability to accomplish a
number of objectives:

« Identify, protect, and restore globally significant natural resources :

. .Identify, protect, and restore other locally significant natural resources; natural areas, and
open spaces

+ Extend the green corridor that is already part of the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore and
other protected public lands

» Connect the people of Gary to each other ‘

« Connect the people of Gary to natural areas and open spaces

« Provide recreational opportunity as a b|cy"cle / pedestrian multi-use trail

» Connect the people of Gary to other recreational opportunities outside of their immediate
neighborhoods

+ Interpret Gary's extraordinary industrial history with respect to steel, railroads and other
industries

« Interpret the natural history of Gary and the Indiana Dunes and the extraordinary natural
resources and natural areas that remain

« Interpret the rich and changing cultural and demographic fabric that makes Gary a unique
place :

« Instill a sense of pride in the City of Gary and its citizens with such a comprehensive and
forward-looking undertaking

« Promote economic development through influx of funds for acquisition, protection,
restoration, and development of components of the Green Link Corridor Master Plan

+. Promote economic development by developing along, continuous, bicycle / pedestrian
multi-use trail to and through many of the natural areas of the Indiana Dunes that will
attract bicyclists, hikers, walkers, and others

» Promote economic development by acquiring, restoring, and protecting many of the
extraordinary natural resources and natural areas-of the Indiana-Dunes, and making at least
parts of them accessible to naturalists, birders, nature lovers, environmentalists, and others

WOLFF CLEMENTS

AND ASSOCIATES, LTD. 417 SOUTH DEARBORN. SUITE 700 » CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60605
TEL: 312.66).5494 « FAX: 312.661.5497 » www.wolffclements.com
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Agenda - Advisory Committee Meeting |

Gary Green Link Corridor Master Plan
Wednesday, July 16, 2003

I, Introductions (project directory attached)

Dorreen Carey, City of Gary, Department of Environmental Affairs

Ted Wolff, Wolff Clements and Associates, Ltd., Principal
Joel Baldin, Wolff Clements and Associates, Ltd., Project Manager
Nilay Mistry, Wolff Clements and Associates, Ltd., Project Landscape Archltect

Mark O'Leary, Applied Ecological Services, inc., Senior Ecologist
Angela Sturdevant, Applied Ecological Services, Inc., Staff Ecologist

Lisa Willis-Brown, UrbanWarks, Principal
Rosa Parks, UrbanwWorks, Urban Planner

Stakeholders

City of Lake Station

Defta Institute

Gary Parks Department

Gary Planning Department

Gary Sanitary District

Grand Calumet Task Force

Indiana Department of Environment Management (iDEM)
Indiana Departrnent of Natural Resources (IDNR)
Little Calumet River Basin

Lake County Parks Department

Lake Erie Land Company

Save the Dunes Council

Shirley Heinze Conservancy Fund

The Nature Conservancy

U.S. Steel

Wildlife Habitat Council

2. Review and discuss the following items

Proposed scope of work
Review of existing information and studies / Field investigation and inventory
Schedule

Stakeholder questions, comments, and issués

3. Project schedule (attached)

Next meeting

WOLFF CLEMENTS

AND ASSOCIATES, LTD. 417 SOUTH DEARBORN, SUITE 700 + CHICAGO, ILLINDIS 60405

TEL: 312.6563.5494 « FAX: J12.663.5497 » www.wolflclements.com
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Gary Green Link Cprricfor Master ?lan

Project Schedule
0 . Task Name ) i . . e i Durgtion i  Stat | _ Finsh 1 May A July § September . November Januvary March !
1 Part 1 - Developmeat of the Gary Green Link Corridor Master Plan 257 days Mon 6/16/03 Fil 227104 f— T
2 fa. Review of exisling information and studies . 40 days Mon 6/16/03 Fri 7725/03
a 1b. Field investigation finventory 61 days Mon 7/28/03 Fri 9/26/03
4 Field investigation, inventory, recommendations, model ordinapces 33 days Mon 7128103 Fri /26103
5 Inventory and field investigation of natural area 47 days Mon 8/41/03 Frigf2e/o3
6 nventory of natural areas 47 days Mon &/11/03 Fri 8/26/03
7 Recommendations for management and conservation of natural area 1 day Fri 9/26/03 Fri 926/03
8 Recommendations for grotection, preservation, and/er acquisidon of natural areas 1day .Fri 852603 Fri 9/26/03
9 Field investigation of open spaces and bicycle/pedestrian trail opportunities 47 déys ’ Mon 7/28/03 Fri 9112/03
10 Inventory of bicycle/pedestrian opporlunities 47 days Mon 81 1."03 Fri 9726/03
" 1c. Survey of stream banks and adjacent properties and buffer zone recommendations. k] t;ays . Mon 7/28/03 Fri 8/29/03
12 ) 1d, Bike and pedestrian trail planning 47 days Man 9/25/03 Fri 11114/03
13 te. Public education and interpretive plan _ 4Tdays  Monopio3 P 11M403
T4 #f, Estimate of cosls AT dayé Mon 9/29/03 Fri 11114103
15 1g. Drafl ptan development, including maps and iliustrations for public meetings 124 days Mon 10/27/03 Fri2r27/04
16 1h. Facilitation and documentation of advisory commitiee maalings 185 days Wed TH6/03 Fri1/16/04 ’
17 Advisory commitiee mesting 1 1day Wed 711603 WWed 7M6103 |
18 Advisory commitlee meeting 2 1 day Fri 9/26/03 Fri 9/26/03
19 Advisary committee meeting 3 1day Fri 11721703 Fri 11/21/03
20 Advisory commtittee meeting 4 ) 1 day Fii 1116104 Fri 1/16/04 .
21 1i. Facilitation and documentalion of public agency meetings 16 days Thu 12/4/03 Fri1219103
22 NIRPC meeting . 1 day Thu 12/4/03 Thu 1274103 :
2 PRC meeling 1day Fri 12119/02 Fri 12/19/02
24 i
25 - Part 2 « Public outreach, participation, and input . 211 days Fri 81103 Fri 2427104 1
28 2a, Coordination with City of Gary project manager 102 days Fri 8/1/03 Mon 11/10/03
27 2b. Development of a Gary Green Link pubfic outreach and media campaign 102 days Fri B/1/03 Mon 1110/03 :
28 . 2c Faciliation and documentation of public meelings, including Pawer Point 43 days Mon 9125103 Mon 11/10/03 E
-] Public meeting 1 1day - Mon9/29/03  Mon 9/29/03
30 Public meeting 2 ' 1day Tue 9/30/03 Tue 9/30/03
31 Public meeting 3 1 day Wed 10/1/03 Wed 10/1/03
32 Public mesting 4 . Tday Thu 10/2/03 Thu 10/2/03
3 Public meeting 5 1day . Mon 11/10/03  Mon 11/10/03 ;
TTa4 2d. Develop, conduct, compile, and evaluate resident and business survey 102 days Fri 811103 Mon 1110/03
35 2e. Promeotion and assistar.tce with trail awéreness events ' 1day Sal 10/111/63 Sat 10/11/03
36 2. Assist project coordinator with doc tion and final reporiing 152 days Mon 9729103 Fri 2127104
Task Milestone ‘ Extemal Tasks - _ :
Bzﬁqrzusec_}ﬁg%gm-is—m Split iireresivevss. Summary PN cxtemal Miestone 4
Progress PN Project Summary QRS  Deadiine -

Page 1
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™ Protected Areas

Unprotected Open Space Wednesday, July 16, 2003
Core Natural Areas 2 pm Gary City Hall

Land Between Levee .
Corridor ouncil Chambers - Rm 206

401 Broadway, Gary, IN
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Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission

(219) 763-0696 Fax (219) 762-1653
E-mail: littlecal@nirpc.org

© 6100 Southport Road
Portage, Indiana 46368

ARLENE COLVIN, Chalrperson

Mayor of Gary's
Appoiniment

EMERSON DELANEY, Vica Chalrman

Gavemor's Appeintment

CURTIS VOSTI, Treasurer
Governor's Appointment

ROBERT MARSZALEK, Secretary

Govemor's Appointment

GEORGE CARLSON
Mayor of Hammond's -
Appointment

STEVE DAVIS
Dept. of Natural Resources”
Appointmarnt

" ROBERT HUFFMAN
Govemor's Appalntment

. MARKLOPEZ

Lake Couniy Commissieners’
Appoiniment

JOHN MROCZKOWSKI
Governor's Appointment

DR. MARK RESHKIN
Governor's Appoiniment

CHARLIE RAY

Porler County Commissioners’

Appointment
DAN GARDNER
Executive Director

" LOUCASALE
Attorney

July 9, 2003

- Mr. Greg Moore

LS. Army Corps of Engineers
111 N. Canal Street
Chicago, lllinois 60606-7206

Dear Greg:

At the July 3 meeting of the Little Calumet River Basin
Development Commission, the question was raised by Commissioner Curt
Vosti regarding the usefulness of the 89 acres of degraded wetlands on the
Carlson Oxbow Park property that the city of Hammond had offered for
potential mitigation purposes. Mr. Vosti is requesting a written response to a
statement that the 89 acres had been reviewed by the COE and IDNR and
was found not to be eligible for consideration to meet the Commission's
acreage requirements for west reach mitigation. If the 89 acres is not useful
for enhancement, please indicate why that is the case. Mr. Vosti, as you may
know, is the Hammond Park Administrator and he was requesting this
written response from the Corps of Engineers in his dual capacity as Little
Calumet River commissioner and Hammond Parks administrator to
accurcttely assess the status of his park site.

Thank you in advance to your timely attention to this matter and if
you have any questions, please feel free to call either myself or Mr. Vosti at
219/853-6378.

Sincerely,

"

Dan Gardner:
Executive Director
fsim . :
cc:  Imad Samara, COE
Kelsee Waggoner, Congressman's Office
John Bacone, IDNR
Sean Fahey, IDNR . )
Curt Vosti ' :
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6100 Southport Road o (219) 763-0696 Fax Z219).762-1653
Portage, Indiana 46368 E-mail; littlecal@nirpc.org

July 18, 2003

Ms. Marilyn Schultz

State Budget Director

State Budaget Agency

212 State House
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Dear Ms. Schultz:

The Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission respectfully
requests to be placed on the agenda of the August 15 State Budget
Committee meeting for approval of $5,000,000 from the 2003-05 State
Budget for allocation draw-down, The funding is needed in this amount for
three Immediate project needs:

(1) Acquire sufficient property now available to meet IDNR wetiand
mitigation requirements toward obtaining, by this fall, a construction
in a floodway permit for the west reach (Highland, Hammond,
Munster). '

(2) Compiete the final section of the project in Gary (Burr Street) at
the cap of 25% State funding. The completion of this segment will
ollow Gary to be removed from the floodplain and permit
construction to commence upstream in Hammond and Highland.

(3) Commit needed resources for remaining land acquisition, utility
relocation and non-federal cash match for the first west reach
construction segments (Highland, Hammond). This action would
access Federal funds currently available from Congress in excess of -
$10,000,000. : : : :

As in the past, the State funding would be only utilized on fully Federally
credited items ot a ratio of 1 State dollar leveraging 3 Federat dollars for
flood protection construction, Claims to draw down the allocation would be
made with support documentation and-a letter of Federal credit. ’
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A detailed breakdown of the funding use is as follows:

(1) Hobart Marsh Wetiand Mitigation Land Acquisition $ 1,650,000
e A total of 320+ acres of land suitable for wetland
restoration has been identified and has willing
sellers to meet IDNR permit requirements. Timely
availability of funding is essential to receiving a
permit to allow for west reach construction
advertisement. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
will let a restoration contract in the range of
$1.5 to $2 million to meet permit conditions.

(2) Burr Street Levee (Gary) $ 900,000
o The $900,000 is the 25% non-federal project
commitment that is Federally credited to ailow
$2,700,000 of Federal construction contracts to
be advertised and let this fall. An additional
$1,400,000 has been committed by Mayor King
of Gary to allow the project to construct fuli levee
protection. Time is critical to have the funding
commitment in place to allow west reach
construction to proceed.

(3). West Reach Non-Federal Project commitments ‘ $ 2,450,000
¢ Stage Vi-1 Hammond/Highland — Cline to Kennedy
> 52 right-of-way acquisitions $ 667,500
> 37 utility relocations ' $ 380,000
» Professional services $ 157,500
> 7% cash match for contracts $ 385,000
$1,590,000
e Stage VI-2 Highland — Cline to Liable Road
¥» 10 right-of-way acquisitions $ 375,000
> 9 utility relocations $ 230,000
» Professional Services (covered above)
> 7% cash match for contracts $ 255,000
¢ 860,000

*Federal Construction Conti'a;:ts estimated to be for Stage VI-1 - $6,000,000
Federal Construction Contracts estimated to be for Stage VI-2 - $3,650,000

TOTAL ALLOCATION $5,000,000
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As additional documentation, | have included a chart identifying past work,
present contracts, targeted use of this biennial funding, and future segments to be
completed. A time schedule is also included to show the coordination of the State and
Federal funding. '

If you or your staff has any questions, please feel free to call. We look forward to
discussing the project’s status at the State Budget Committee visit and wish to thank vou
for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
e
Dan Gardrfer
Executive Director
fsim
encl.
cc: Representative Earl Harris

Scott King, Mayor of Gary

Kelsee Waggoner, Congressman Visclosky's Office
Sean Fahey, IDNR

Imad Samarg, COE



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
GARY, INDIANA 46402 - 1236

SCOTT L. KING (219) 881-1301
MAYOR FAX (219) 881-1337
July 22, 2003
Mr. Dan Gardner _ Mr. Imad Samara
.Executive Director Project Manager
Little Calumet River Basin Development U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Commission 1100 Canal Street
6100 Southport Road Chicago, IL 60606-7206

Portage, IN 46368
Dear Gentlemen:

| am writing to the Littie Calumet Basin Development Commission and the U.S.

. Army Corps of Engineers regarding construction of the final segment of the Little
Calumet River Flood Control/Recreation Project in Gary ~ the Burr Street levee
segment. | understand that additional non-federal funding is needed to allow
construction to be let due to the fact that constructing full levee protection is a
locally preferred “betterment”. | also understand that once non-federal funding
for the project is committed, the Federal Emergency Management agency can
begin the process to remove the city from floodplain designation. To achieve full

-and equal flood protection for the City, 1 support this full levee construction.

| understand the Federal participation toward the Burr Street project is'capped at
$2,700,000.00. In recognition of the need for added non-federal funding fo
construct the preferred full levee protection; and in recognition of the State of
Indiana’s commitment of 25% funding of the Burr Street levee segment
(consistent with the State’s participation on the remainder of the project), |
commit City funding capped at $1,400,000.00 to move this needed segment to
construction at the earliest time possible. This funding amount will be available
by February, 2004.

I'wish to also indicate that with City resources committed to this segment, the
project needs to comply with applicable City ordinances regarding city residents
and minority business participation. | believe the previously adopted Affirmative
Action Commitment made by Col. David Reed on February 10, 1993 can form
the basis for development of the Burr Street levee contracting procedure.
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Mr. Imad Samara
July 22, 2003

2.

Also, in the presentation made July 10, 2003 regarding the funding commitment,
it was indicated that a “project construction coordination team” made up of
representatives of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Little Calumet River
Basis Development Commission, and the City of Gary was desirable and feasible
in order to insure appropriate coordination of the project. | strongly urge this
coordinated “team” approach be used in orderto insure a successiful process for
all parties concerned.

‘I trust this meets you needs to move this project segment to construction.
Sincerely,

Scott L., K'%

Mayor

SLK:ie
Cc: Congressman Peter Visclosky

Rep. Earl Harris
Marilyn Schultz
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