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THERE WILL BE A MEETING OF THE o Jd

/ LITTLE CALUMET RIVER BASIN
“ DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

%i#

AT 6:00 P.M. WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2009

AT THE MUNSTER TOWN HALL
1005 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana

. Call to order by Chairman William Biller

2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Recognition of Visitors and Guests
4. Nominating Committee Report — Arlene Colvin, Mark Gordish,
Kent Gurley vo
5. Approval of Minutes from December 3, 2008 / ?[
6. Chairman’s Report Q)ﬂ(‘f—?eﬁ
¢ Resignation of David Burrus, Gowseweses. A ppointment
* Report on Special Audit Report released
7. Action Required: @
Finance: of Bu er 0
Approval of claims for December 2008 _/
Approval of O&M claims for December 2008 / /
Other Action?
8. Standing Committees:

A. Search Committee— ' - s :
. Proposals received on December 17, 2008 from four
engmeerlng firms




9.

J.

Finance Committee — Treasurer Kent Gurley
* Finance Committee meeting held January 2, 2009 / ﬂ\ i / _5/
» Financial Status Report for end of November 2008 /¢
* 2009 Budget

Land Acquisition/Land Management Committee —
Land Acquisition
* Acquisitions for Stage VII & VIII

Land Management

Project Engineering Committee — Chairman Bob Huffman
* Status of Stage V-2 pipeline corridor
* Status of Stage VII utilities
 Status of Stage VIII utilities

Operation & Maintenance — Chairman Bob Huffman

O&M Funding Committee — Chairman Kent Gurley

Legislative Committee —
* 2009/2011 legislative session starts January 1, 2009

Environmental Committee —

Recreational Development Committee — Chairman Bob Huffman

Policy Committee -

Other Issues / New Business

10. Statements to the Board from the Floor

11. Set date for next meeting; adjournment



MINUTES OF THE LITTLE CALUMET RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION HELD AT 6:00 P.M. WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2008

Held at

Munster Town Hall,

10035 Ridge Road, Munster, IN

Chairman Bill Biller called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. Nine (9) Commissioners were
present. Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Chairman Biller thanked the visitors for coming,

Development Commissioners:
Mark Gordish

Robert Huffman

Arlene Colvin

William Baker

Ron McAhron

Kent Gurley

Bill Biller

Dave Burrus

Dan Dernulc

Staff:

Jim Pokrajac

Sandy Mordus !
Lou Casale

Judy Vamos

Lorraine Kray

Jody Melton

Visitors:

Thomas Hayes — Munster

Mark Lopez - Congressman’s Office

Emery Vamos- Valparaiso

Robert/Virginia Gauger- Munster

Jason Reeves - Gary

John Harrigan — Hammond

Linda Verduzeco — Hammond

Terry Rudy — Munster

Greg Starrett — Munster

Ron Johnson — Northwest IN
News Bureau

Jim Wachel - Munster

Jim Grunewald — Munster

Erik Potter — Post Tribune

Robert Krol — Munster

Leon/Alice Kozlowski — Munsfer

Joe/Charlotte Miletary

Ruth Mores — Hammond -

John/Priscilla Mulesa — Munster

David Nellans — Munster Town Council

Bill Petrites — Highland

Visitors: - ;
Dean Button — SEH, Munster

Sheldon Edd — USACOE, Griffith

Jerry Iwachiw - Munster

Vanessa Villarreal - USACE

Lynne Whelan - USACE

Steve Enger - Munster

Bill Howard - Munster

David Kusiaic - Munster

Dennis/Les Rittenmeyer - Munster

Brian Miller - Hammond

Marty Wielgos — City of Hammond :
Don/Carol Goldman - Munster 1
Jennifer Pellar - Schererville
Herb/Joy Kunka -Munster

Josephine Whelan - Munster

Dan Repay - Hammond councilman
Mike Zarantonello- Southmoor Road
Doug/Karen Lorenz — Southmoor Road
Chuck Kreisl -Hammond

J. Calaway- Munster

H. Hiatusko - Munster

Vicki Williams - Munster
Robert/Julie Lavin- Munster
Rich/Delores Kumicich- Munster
Davis/Elizabeth Jones - Munster
Elizabeth Howard - Munster

Susan Wood -Munster

Patricia Huber - Munster

Patricia Piekarczyk - Munster

Tom Keilman - Whiting

Mike Gauthier - Hammond

Linda Poltrock - Munster

Robert Farag — Griffith Golf Center
Emil Poppa - Munster

Frankie Jones - Munster

Ken/Debbi Pitfs

Barbara Whitaker - Munster

Carol Milici — Munster

Joan Hlinka - Munster

Senator Frank Mrvan

/



LCRBDC Minutes — December 3,2008 — Page 3

Visitors(continued)

Janet Moran — Munster Steve Hadrnak - Hammond
Anthony Broadnax — Munster Sam Colfen — Munster

Ronnie Smith — Munster John Domanik — Munster
Brian Grskovich ~ Hammond Steve Yekel — Baring Avenue
Christine Kutkoski — Southmoor Road Stan Slazyk — Oakwood Avenne
Marec Campagna — Crestwood Avenue J. Miller — Munster

John Edington — Munster Town Council Roland Raffin — Munster
Robert Raffin — Hohman Avenue Mike Wood- Munster

Bob Huffman made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 5 regular Board
meeting; motion seconded by Kent Gurley; motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Huffman then made a motion to approve the minutes of the Special meeting held
November 17; motion seconded by Kent Gurley; motion passed unanimously.

Chairman’s Report — Chairman Biller recognized Hammond Mayor Tom McDermott from
the floor and allowed him to address the Board. The Mayor thanked the Board for allowing
him to speak and expressed his condolences to those residents who endured flooding in
September. He emphasized that the levee construction project has always been important to
him; the project area of construction also lies within the city of Hammond. He realizes that
continued funding is a problem the Commission is faced with, not only to complete our 25%
cost share for construction but, in the long term, the operation and maintenance of the
project levee. Since the flooding in September, no significant progress has been made to
move toward the next phase of construction. To this end, he proposed a solution to the
problem. The city of Hammond is one of five communities in the state of Indiana that has a
STIF District (sales tax increment financing). He proposes using a portion of the sales tax
generated from Cabela’s sales to complete the Commission’s cost to finish the levee
construction and ther to continue using it for O&M after construction is completed. He
stated that Councilman Dan Repay will present a resolution to the City Council as early as
Monday to start the process moving forward. The proposition would not only benefit
Hammond, but Munster, Highland, Griffith and Gary as well. The State has told us to come
up with 2 plan for local funding rather than State funding; the Mayor feels this is exactly
what he is proposing. Although he expects opposition from the State, the Commission
members stated that they support the idea and would write letters to the communities and
ask them to support the concept as well. Chairman Biller thanked the Mayor for coming
and sharing his proposal with us; maybe this idea will show the State that this is a regional
effort and solution to the funding situation.

Chairman’s Report — Chairman Biller read a letter from member Robert Marszalek who
has submitted his resignation from the Commission.

* Mr. Biller stated that he, as well as Senator Frank Mrvan, has written a letter to Bruce
Hartman, State Examiner for the State Board of Accounts, inquiring about the release of
the audit report. Mr. Biller stated he received a message back saying that the field portion
of the audit is completed; they are reviewing it and will schedule an exit conference with the
Commission soon, but probably not until after the holidays.

A~
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Action Required — Treasurer Kent Gurley presented items for action.

* Mr. Gurley referred to the Budget Transfer for approval. He made a motion to approve
the transfer of $1,478.53 from Budget Line 5825(meeting expenses) into Budget Line 5812
(NIRPC services) to cover NIRPC expense, and a second transfer of $508.51 from Budget
Line 5825 (meeting expenses) into Budget Line 5824 (telephone expenses) to cover incurred
telephone expense; motion seconded by Arlene Colvin; motion passed unanimously.

* Mr. Gurley referred to the itemized October monthly invoice from NIRPC for a total of
$11,405.37 (which is reflected on the Claims Payable sheet).

* Mr. Gurley referred to the Monthly Budget Report, as presented in the agenda packet.
The Report clearly shows the two negative line items that will be adjusted with the budget
transfer just approved. After December claims are paid next month, the budget report will
be zeroed out.

* Mr. Gurley proceeded to make a motion to approve the Claims Payable in the amount of
$109,904.36; motion seconded by Bob Huffman; motion passed unanimously. He explained
the claims in yellow are administrative claims; the claims in pink are land acquisition/
project development claims that have been drawn from the State; the remaining claims in
white will be drawn from the State. He added that staff is restraining any further activities
at this time since there is only a limited amount of monies left down State.

* Mr. Gurley proceeded to make a motion to approve the O&M claims in the amount of
$5,450.93; motion seconded by Dave Burrus; motion passed unanimously. Mr. Gurley
added another item for O&M approval. A proposal was received by Austgen Electric to
repair a pump station at Marshalltown. As it is now, it is left to exposure and requires
immediate repair. Dave Burrus made a motion to authorize staff to have Austgen do the
repair at a cost not to exceed $6,000; motion seconded by Bob Huffman; motion passed
unanimously. Commissioner Baker asked if staff has an accounting of what O&M claims
have been paid to Austgen; we do not keep a running total of individual items by company
but claims can be pulled out of the total for O&M at any time.

Search Committee — Search Committee Chairman Dave Burrus stated that the committee
has completed the RFP for a management firm to fill the role of Executive Director. The
Committee will then begin a sorting process and plan to interview the top three firms.
Attorney Casale stated that the proposals should be opened publicly at the stated time of
4:00 p.m., read aloud as to the firm name, and then taken under advisement. Mr. Burrus
stated that with the holidays coming up, they may be calling a special meeting. No decision
will be made by the committee without the input from the whole Commission. Copies of the
RFP will be emailed to the Commission members. Mr. Gurley inquired as to how you can
select a firm with no identified money in place to pay them.

Finance Committee — Treasurer Kent Gurley referred to the Financial Statement in the
agenda packet. He explained the committed funds of land acquisition monies (A) and the
committed funds of Army Corps construction money (B) cannot be spent elsewhere. If you
subtract the total of (A) and (B) from the total of all accounts (C), you have the remaining
funds that the Commission has to spend. In this case, that is $109,161.68. The Financial
Statement has also been revised to show the total of what is remaining down State (about
$60,000). Given the small amount of funds left to draw on, that is the reason the
Commission is suspending the ordering of new work until additional funds become
available. Mr. Gurley asked Ron McAhron for an update of any progress made toward
securing additional funds. Mr. McAhron stated that the Finance Committee has been

\-__‘3




LCRBDC Minutes — December 3, 2008 — Page 4

working with staff to identify all funds to complete the levee construction through Munster
and Hammond. That amount does not allow any crediting adjustments or any O&M costs.
Mr. McAhron stated that he met with the State Budget Agency earlier today to discuss
needed monies. The Commission is very close to identifying a project-end number. It is not
as easy as it appears because costs increase daily. The Commission members committed to
having a number for the next meeting. We will not set up a 2009 budget until funding is
identified.

Land Acquisition/Land Management Committee — No Report.

Engineering Committee — Chairman Bob Huffman asked Jim Pokrajac about the V-2
pipeline corridor. Mr. Pokrajac replied that the Army Corps final paperwork submittals
have been completed by Dyer Construction and the construction scheduling of activities
with the pipelines should be able to start at the beginning of the year. Pipeline coordination
has been ongoing and will be finalized prior to flood protection construction activities. The
pipelines are currently reviewing the emergency response plans. There is still ongoing V-2
construction in other areas.

e In Stage VII, the BP Pipeline agreement is still outstanding. The language for the
agreement has been agreed upon but the revised utility relocation cost estimate is still being
reviewed. Treasurer Gurley commented that we will not sign the agreement with BP until
funds are identified and we will be able to pay them. That means that the Commission will
not sign a right-of-entry for the Army Corps to begin advertising the Stage VII segment.
Funding must be in place.

* For Stage VIII utilities, there are three utility agreements needed at a total estimated cost
of $550,000. One agreement is completed; one is pending; one has yet to go out.

Operation & Maintenance Committee — No report. Claims already approved.

Operation & Maintenance Funding Committee — No report.

Legislative Committee — The State Budget Committee is meeting to formulate requests for
the 2009/2011 Biennium.

Environmental Committee — No report.

Recreation Committee — Commissioner Bob Huffman inquired whether there were any other
canoe launches west of the Carlson OxBow park area. Jim Pokrajac replied there were
none.

Policy Committee — No report.

Statements from the Floor - Numerous statements were received from the floor.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled
for Wednesday, January 7, 2009. Meeting site will be determined at a later date.

/



4 Dec, 2008
Commissioner Robert Harper
President, Porter County Board of Commissioner

1585 Indiana Ave.
Valparaiso, IN 46383

Dear Commissioner Harper:

| want to inform you of my decision to resign from the Little Calumet River
Basin Development Commission effective immediately.

David L. Burrus

cc: William Biller, LCRBDC Chairman




BUDGET TRANSFER

Approval to transfer $13,778.51 from Budget Line 5860
(Project Land Purchase expense) into Budget Line 5812
(NIRPC Services) to cover NIRPC expense

Approval to transfer $1,145.60 from Budget Line 5860
(Project Land Purchase expense) into Budget Line 5824
(Telephone expenses) to cover telephone expense
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NORTHWESTERN INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSSION

6100 SOUTHPORT ROAD TELEPHONE : (219) 763-6060
PORTAGE, INDIANA 46368 - FAX: (219) 762-1653

To: Little Calumet River Basin Dev. Commission Date: 13-Nov-08

For: Services Performed: November 2008 'Billing Code: 1201-1012-03-09

R D
|5€=’-ﬁi”‘ v

Salaries & Fringe: Sandy Mordus ' 4,700.00
Salaries & Fringe: Jody Melton 3,726.86
Occupancy Fees: 2,245,00
Accounting Services: Administrative . 800.00
Accounting Services: Project Relating Accounting 800.00
Postage: -
Copier Charges @ $5.00/month plus $.06 per copy: # - 5.00
Color Prints made on Color Copier @ $0.20 per page # - -
Fax machine/long distance @ $5.00 plus current charges: 5.00
Graphies, printing & clerical time @ $40 per hour: # 0 -
Petty Cash Distributions: -




LITTLE CALUMET RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
MONTHLY BUDGET REPORT

UNALLOCATED

2008 ALLOCATED BUDGETED

BUDGET JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE TOTAL BALANCE
5801 PER DIEM EXPENSES 7,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2,250.00 2,250.00 4,750.00
5811 LEGAL EXPENSES 3,500.00 283.33 283.33 7 283.33 283.33 . 283.33 283.33 1,699.98 1,800.02
. 5812 NIRPC SERVICES 149,000.00 . 13,001.37 0.00 ’14,085.52 14,033.34 15,022.21 26,479.89 82,622.33 66,377.67
5821 TRAVEL/MILEAGE -~ 2,000.00 36.40 7.60 28.80 30.00 30.80 544.00 677.60° 1,322.40
5822 PRINTING/ADVERTISING 1,000.00 985.04 0.00 00 0.00 0.00 0.00 985.04 14.96
5823 BONDS/INSURANCE 8,000.00 0.00 6,406.25 0.00 0.00 0.00 6,663.25 1,336.75
5824 TELEPHONE EXPENSES 6,500.00 793.07 561.95 530.28 478.15 622.82 582.55 3,568.82 2931.18
5825 MEETING EXPENSES 3,000.00’ 0.00 . 0.00 0.00 0.00 _52_@ 70.00 129.20 2,870.80
5840 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 842,539.00 84,750.52 67,775.93 114,554.88 90,076.24 58,099.53 49,047.65 464,304.75 378,234.25
5860 PROJECT LAND PURCHASE EXP, 842,539.00 15,545.00 21,510.00 — 25,369.00 29,019.00  150,078.00 2527200 266,793.00 575,746.00
5882 UTILITY RELOCATION.EXP. 1,250,000.00 0.00 1,153.51 42.592.12 0.00 0.00 39,722.00 83,467.63 1,166,532.37
5883 PROJECT LAND CAP. IMisRQV. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5884 STRUCTURES CAP. IMPROV, . " 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5892 PROJECT COSTSHARE/ESC ACCT 17226,025.00 0.00 1,226,025.00
4,341,103.5(”)"" ~.115,651.73 91,292.32 203,850.18  133,920.06  224,195.89  144,251.42 913,161.60 3,427,941.40

i

\ UNALLOCATED

BQ 2008 T~ ALLOCATED BUDGETED

BUDGET JULY AUGUST SEﬁ'EMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMB%ER TOTAL BALANCE

5801 PER DIEM EXPENSES 7,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00~ 0.00 0.00 4,200.00 6,450.00 550.00
5811 LEGAL EXPENSES 3,500.00 283.33 283.33 283.33 283:33 283.33 283.33 3,399.96 100.04
5812 NIRPC SERVICES 149,000.00 13,413.74 14,812.44 14,214,59 13,910.14 ~1,1‘,§\05.29 12,299.98 162,778.51 -13,778.51
5821 TRAVEL/MILEAGE 2,000.00 38.28 25,08 - 17.60 33.88 11:00 1,140.48 1,943.92 56.08
5822 PRINTING/ADVERTISING 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 ~ 113.13 1,098.17 -98.17
5823 BONDS/INSURANCE 8,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 - 0.00, 6,663.25 1,336.75
5824 TELEPHONE EXPENSES 6,500.00 527.04 735.99 562,38 956.52 657.76 637.09 7,645.60 -1,145.60
5825 MEETING EXPENSES 3,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 129.20 2,870:80
5840 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 842,539.00 87,634.54 74,357.30 46,665.43 69,772.81 39,733.00 56,558.33 839,026.16 3,512.84
5860 PROJECT LAND PURCHASE EXP. 842,539.00 109,821.00 8,700.00 21,475.00 22,320.00 12,470.00 740,579.00 101,960.00
5882 UTILITY RELOCATION EXP. 1,250,000.00 35,448.79 90,905.44 2,566.25 14,459.89 45,243.98 87,280.98 359,381.96 890,618.04
5883 PROJECT LAND CAP. IMPROV. ‘ 0.00 0.00 0.00 6.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5884 STRUCTURES CAP. IMPROV. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
5892 PROJECTCOSTSHARE/ESC ACCT 1,226,025.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 | 0".00 0.00 1,226,025.00
4,341,103.00 247,166.72 189,819.58 85,784.58 121,736.57 109,904.36 461,522.32 2,129,095.73 2,212,007.27




¥ CLAIMS PAYABLE FOR DECEMBER 2008

ACCT VENDOR NAME AMOUNT EXPLANATION OF CLAIM

5801 WILLIAM BILLER 600.00 PER DIEM 7/2/08-12/3/08

5801 WILLIAM BAKER 200.00 PER DIEM 10/16/08-12/3/08

5801 DAN DERNULC 200.00 PER DIEM 10/16/08-12/3/08

5801 JOHN MROCZKOWSKI 400.00 PER DIEM 7/2/08-11/17/08

5801 DAVE BURRUS 450.00 PER DIEM 7/2/08-12/3/08

5801 MARK GORDISH 500.00 PER DIEM 7/2/08-12/3/08

5801 KENT GURLEY 450.00 PER DIEM 7/2/08-12/3/08

5801 ARLENE COLVIN 450.00 PER DIEM 7/16/08-12/3/08

5801 ROBERT MARSZALEK 350.00 PER DIEM 7/2/08-11/17/08

5801 ROBERT HUFFMAN 600.00 PERDIEM 7/2/08-12/10/08

5811 CASALE WOODWARD & BULS LLP 283.33 MONTHLY RETAINER THROUGH DECEMBER 26, 2008
5812 NIRPC 12,281.86 SERVICES PERFORMED NOVEMBER 2008

5812 uPs 18.12 OVERNIGHT MAIL-RFP

5821 WILLIAM BILLER 330.00 MILEAGE 7/2/08-12/3/08

5821 WILLIAM BAKER 33.44 MILEAGE 10/16/08-12/3/08

5821 DAN DERNULC 33.44 MILEAGE 10/16/08-12/3/08

5821 JOHN MROCZKOWSKI 95.92 MILEAGE 7/2/08-11/17-08

5821 DAVE BURRUS 145.20 MILEAGE 7/2/08-12/3/08

5821 MARK GORDISH 139.04 MILEAGE 7/2/08-12/3/08

5821 KENT GURLEY 122.32 MILEAGE 7/2/08-12/3/08

5821 ARLENE COLVIN 71.28 MILEAGE 7/16/08-12/3/08

5821 ROBERT MARSZALEK 44 88 MILEAGE 7/2/08-11/17/08

5821 ROBERT HUFFMAN 124.96 MILEAGE 7/2/08-12/10/08

5822 POST TRIBUNE 56.64 AD FOR RFP CONSULTANT

5822 THE TIMES 56.49 AD FOR RFP CONSULTANT

5824 VERIZON NORTH 161.93 BILLING PERIOD 12/16/08-1/16/09(TOTAL BILL 287.52 KRBC 125.59)
5824 AT&T 347.23 BILLING PERIOD 11/14/08-12/13/08(TOTAL BILL 352.05,KRBC 4.82)
5824 AT & T TELECONFERENCE 127.93 CONFERENCE CALL 12/1/08

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 105.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1318 INV#830490-220469

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 42500 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1318 INV#830493-220468

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 105.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1384 INV#830507-220466

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 585.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1384 INV#830509-220467

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 810.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1394 INV#830513-220465

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 105.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1394 INV#830512-220464

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 105.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1350 INV#830504-221366

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 655.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1336 INV#830601-220858

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 425.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1336 INV#830602-220859

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 425.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1349 INV#830500220740

5843 MERIDAN TITLE 105.00 TITLE WORK RE: DC-1349 INV#830499-220607

5844 JAMES E POKRAJAC 4,905.30 ENGINEERING/LAND AGENT 11/16/08-11/30/08 <

5844 JAMES E POKRAJAC 130.24 NOVEMBER MILEAGE

5844 JAMES E POKRAJAC 4,728.00 ENGINGEERING/LAND AGENT 12/1/08-12/15/08

5844 JUDITH VAMOS 2,647.40 LAND ACQUISITION AGENT SERVICES 11/17/08-11/30/08
5844 JUDITH VAMOS 18.48 NOVEMBER MILEAGE

5844 JUDITH VAMOS 3,428.60 LAND ACQUISITION AGENT SERVICES 12/1/08-12/15/08
5844 G. LORRAINE KRAY 954.13 CREDITING TECH & LAND ACQUISITION ASST 11/18/08-11/28/08
5844 G. LORRAINE KRAY 1,111.28 CREDITING TECH & LAND ACQUISITION ASST 12/02/08-12/11/08
5844 SANDY MORDUS 132.50 CREDITING TECHNICIAN SERVICES 11/18/08-11/19/08

5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1340A INV#5180

5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1342A INV#5180

5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIOMAL SERVICES RE: DC-1411 INV#5181

5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1412 INV#5181 /7 /} K{/
5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1413 INV#5181 fF 'a\ [
5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1414 INV#5181 \
5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1415 INV#5181 l
5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1416 INV#5181 i
5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1417 INV#5181 il
5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1420 INV#5181 j
5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 65.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1424 INV#5181 f
5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 1,160.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1015 INV#5177

5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 305.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1204 INV#5179 ,"'
5847 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 182.50 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RE: DC-1214 INV# 5178 _~
5847 AUSTGEN ELECTRIC INC 12,629.24 EMERGENCY RESPONSE COORDINATION

5849 CASALE WOODWARD BULS 19.484.66 LAND ACQUSITION/LEGAL SERVICES THROUGH 12/26/08
5849 CASALE WOODWARD BULS 176.00 UTILITY RELOCATION LEGAL SERVICE THROUGH 12/26/08
5882 GARCIA CONSULTING ENGINEERS 427.50 UTILITY RELOCATION LEGAL SERVICE THROUGH 11/21/08
5882 NIPSCO 86,862.48 UTILITY RELOCATION BURR STREET II-E

TOTAL 162,522.32



ADMINSTRATIVE

LAND ACQUISITION
FUNDS DRAWN

FUNDS NEED
TO BE DRAWN



' CLAINIS PAYABLE FOR DECEMBER 2008

ACCT VENDOR NAME ANMOQUNT EXPLANATION OF CLAIM

5881 NATIONAL CITY BANK TRUST 296,000.00 PURCHASE PRICE OF DC-1303

TOTAL 299,000.00




APPROVAL TO PAY THE FOLLOWING INVOICES
FROM O&M FUND
DECEMBER, 2008

® $75.93 to T-Mobile for costs incurred for cell phone for engineer
field work; monthly service 11/11/08 — 12/10/08

Total $ 75.93

//




Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission

6100 Southport Road (219) 763-0696 Fax (219) 762-1653
Portage, Indiana 46368 E-mail: littlecal@nirpc.org

WILLIAM BILLER, Chairman
Governor’'s Appolntment ‘ ' December 29, 2008

R. KENT GURLEY, Treasurer
Lake County Commissioners’

Appointment . ¢
TO: Finance Committee members Kent- Gurley,
MARK GORDISH, Secretary

Mayor of Hammond's , Treasurer; Arlene Colvin; John Mroczkowski; Dan
Appointment Dernulc; and Ron McAhron

WILLIAM BAKER.

Governor's Appointment FROM: William Biller, Chairman

DAVID BURRUS

Porter County Commissioners' . . :

Aopointment. o SS0RerS cc: Mark Gordish, William Baker, Bob Huffman

ARLENE COLVIN Lou Casale, Attorney

Mayar of Gary's Jody Melton, Interim Director
Appointment

DAN DERNULC
Governor's Appointment

ROBERT HUFFMAN
Governor's Appointment

RON McAHRON

Dept. of Nalural Resources’ MEE TING NO TICE

Appointmont
JOHN MROCZKOWSKI

Govemor's Appointment THERE WILL BE A FINANCE COMMITTEE
© VACANCY - WORKING SESSION

Govemor's Appointment

VAGRNGY AT 3:00 P.M. FRIDAY
JANUARY 2, 2009

LOU-CASALE
Altorney

TO DISCUSS PROJECT BUDGET & FUNDING

AT THE
COMMISSION OFFICE
6100 SOUTHPORT ROAD
PORTAGE, INDIANA

cc: Media




Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission

6100 Southport Road (219) 763-0696 Fax (219) 762-1653
Portage, Indiana 46368 E-mail: littlecal@nirpc.org

December 19, 2008

Timothy J. Sanders

Executive Director

Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority
9800 Connecticut Drive

Crown Point, IN 46307

Dear Mr. Sanders;

We are in receipt of your October 30, 2008 correspondence regarding the
RDA funds earmarked for use by the Little Calumet River Basin
Development Commission toward the completion of the Little Calumet
River flood control project.

While the audit has been completed, we do not have the final review and
have not received a firm timetable for public release. We are at a
point where we are facing total shutdown, which would adversely impact
the project. ’

We want to update you on actions of the Commission since we received
your letter and to formally request a partial release of funds for
critical components of the project and short term operational needs.

Key developments

1. Developed and distributed an RFP seeking a consulting firm to
assume project management for all aspects of the rroject. The responses
were due December 17, 2008. It is our intent to expedite the selection
process so that we are in a position, subject to funding availability,
to have a firm in place by the end of January 2009.

2. Diligently revisited the entire project to itemize each component
of the project that remains to be completed and applied best
professional cost estimates for each. ’

3. Initiated contacts with potential new and additional funding
sources seeking the monies needed to finish the critical and overdue
project

In short I can report to you that we are in a serious effort to bring
this project to a successful completion as expeditiously as possible.
At the same time I must in all honesty report that all of the pleces
are not yet in place. Funding remains a serious issue. However, we are
now so cash strapped that we cannot address pending issues that will,
if unfunded, result in the project slipping backwards and ultimately
driving project costs even higher. Thus, even though the audit has not
been formally reviewed by the legislature nor has a review of our plan
been completed, we respectfully request that $1,701,742 be released to
address the items on the attached sheet.

e




Two key aspects which account for the bulk of the funding need to be

" addressed by year’s end, specifically property acquisition of $299,000
for a key parcel and $605,505 for escrow account to allow the Corps to
go forward with construction.

The Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission remains dedicated
to seeing this project completed. We do not want any delay as levee
construction proceeds to the State Line. The release of these partial
funds before the end of the year will allow the project to proceed and
not be seriously slowed.

Sincerely,

William J. Biller
Chairman
Little Calumet River Basin Development Commission

Enclosure:

%3




Norths Indiana

Regional Development Authority
A calalyst to transform the economy and guality of life in northwest Indiana

December 31, 2008

M. Bill Biller
Chairman, LCRBDC
6100 Southport Road

Portage, IN-46368

Dear Mr, Biller:

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $ 1,701,742 for continued work on the important
Little Calumet Flood Control Project as requested in your letter of December 9, 2008.

The RDA is asking that you provide the Authority, within 90 days of this letter, a detailed
plan outlining the following:

1. The RDA is requiring assurance that these funds are being used for the purposes
outlined in “Exhibit A” of the grant request dated April 18, 2008.

2. A repayment schedule with sources of funds and a time frame for the repayment of
this RDA loan.

3. A final cost, to the best of your knowledge, for the completion of this project.
4. A timeline, to the best of your knowledge, for completion of this project.
- We will provide for you a spreadsheet to assist you in this effort.
Tﬁis work is critical to the safety and well being of .many citizens of the region and the
RDA would like to see it completed as soon as possible. We hope that the enclosed

check will move this work along in an expeditious manner.

Sincerely,

~ Leigh Morris
Chairman

/s

9800 Connecticut Drive, Crown Point, IN 46307 219-644-3500 phone & 219-644-3502 fax a www.in.gov/rda




LITTLE CALUMET RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

COMMISSION

JANUARY 1, 2008 - DECEMBER 17, 2008

ASH ITION - JANUARY 1, 2008 y

ARMY CORP ESCROW MONEY B
UNCOMMITTED FUNDS AVAILABLE) C-(A+B)

REMAINING STATE APPROPRIATIONS AVAILABLE (As of Nov 30, 2008)

11,320.00 \./
109,161.68

CHECKING ACCOUNT
LAND ACQUISITION 192,304.22
GENERAL FUND 8133509
TAX FUND 0.00
INVESTMENTS
SAVINGS 89,504.55
ESCROW ACCOUNT INTEREST liéﬁs.ﬁs
376.712.54
RECEIPTS - JANUARY 1, 2008- DECEMBER 17, 2008
LEASE RENTS 103,447 88
. INTEREST INCOME(FROM CHECKING) 1,176.86
LAND ACQUISITION 1.609,566.93
ESCROW ACCOUNT INTEREST 13,942.35
MISC. RECEIPTS 54.760.67
CHECK #9616 ARLENE COLVIN 200.00
CHECK #9626 ARLENE COLVIN 28.80
STEWART TITLE 100.00
VOIDED CHECK#9727 49,500.00
SEH 493187
KRBC REIMBURSEMENT RE: TELEPHONE CHARGE 1,692.17
TRANSFERRED FROM SAVINGS 101,491.87
CITY OF MUNSTER FOR PROPERTIES 136,070.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS 1,922,148,73
D EMENTS - J 2008 - D 3
ADMINISTRATIVE
2007 EXPENSES PAID IN 2008 68.261.17
PER DIEM 5,650.00
LEGAL SERVICES 3116.63
NIRPC 151,900.88
TRAVEL & MILEAGE 1.530.84
PRINTING & ADVERTISING 1,160.91
BONDS & INSURANCE 6,738.25
TELEPHONE EXPENSE 8,570.18
MEETING EXPENSE 113.50
LAND ACQUISITION
LEGAL SERVICES 155,412.97
APPRAISAL SERVICES 111,800.00
ENGINEERING SERVICES 47,946.68
LAND PURCHASE CONTRACTUAL 50,377.00
FACILITIES/PROJECT MAINTENANCE SERVICES 0.00
OPERATIONS SERVICES 52,660.00
LAND MANGEMENT SERVICES 2357123
SURVEYING SERVICES 2511172
MISCELANEOUS EXPENSES 6,000.00
ECONOMIC/MARKETING SOURCES 0.00
PROPERTY & STRUCTURE COSTS 556,371.76
MOVING ALLOCATION 0.00
TAXES 0.00
PROPERTY & STRUCTURES INSURANCE 0.00
UTILITY RELOCATION SERVICES 196,791.19
LAND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 0.00
STRUCTURAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 0.00
BANK CHARGES HARRIS BANK 39.00
PASS THROUGH FOM SAVINGS (O&M) 94,361.59
PAYBACK TO SAVINGS
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 1,895,225.33
- 5 2
CHECKING ACCOUNT HARRIS BANK #6100
LAND ACQUISITION (STATE FUNDS) ] 143,157.38 A
GENERAL FUND 92,503, 50 =
TOTAL FUNDS IN CHECKING ACCOUNT 235,660.88
CHASE SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCE #4414 P o 9.867.87
(0 & M MONIES) *+9580.36 )
SAVINGS INTEREST 28751
CHASE SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCE #4747 18,110.41
ARMY CORP CONSTRUCTION MONEY 11,320.00 B
ESCROW ACCOUNT INTEREST AVAILABLI 679041
TOTAL OF BOTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 27978.28
TOTAL OF ALL ACCOUNTS 263,639.16 C
COMMITTED FUNDS: (FROM ABOVE)
LAND ACQUISITION A 143,157.48

59.951.00

s ram—]) P
TOTAL "ASSETS" 169,112.68 \I/
TOTAL LIABILITIES* $217,292

/¢
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McDermott ﬂoats new |
levee fundmgi propo_ al et

: s - oads; sewers Sidewalks and other -
_ "'By SUSAN’ BRow frastruc}ur ‘mthm a'defined:
sbrown@nwtlmes com vy a. Through STIF, -
219636 3780 I Aid commgpity, in conjinttion:
. . jith the state, agregs: to-setﬂsrde
Urefs:

MUNSTER l FIood-weary
féwners Wednesda +flacké
Munster 'l'own Hall wher }

< Jrd pltched creatmg a sales:
- mcrement financing “districtto". T '
- speédithe - completion of the ederal;-_"Hammond saymg it could(not e
« levee projec. - . -+ ugéd for retail devefopment :
Several years ago, state 'fﬁaals- -

. " {xplore the causes for, H

*" " turned down'the gity’s’
- use STIF o help, i

Contl’nued from At

said Wednesday. “Ieg a flood

wall”

-=1f approved by the ‘state,’

McDermott offered to. dedzcate
the entire sales rax benefit
toward finishing and maintaining
the levee.

" Bowing to the poor economy, -

McDermott used a figure of $50

. million, half the expected amount ‘

in revenues from Cabela’s, as ¢

‘basis for estimating a $3.5" mlllf

annual cash infusion toward the
- levee, a project that will benefit
. not only Hammond but Munster,

Highland, Griffith and Gary.

“We need to come up.with the
local match for the’ capital costs,
and we need to come. up with the

be"

) SN
McDermott’ urged the four
other communities to jointly peti-
tion the governor’s office to per-
mit the effort and the immediate
use of the money. N

- The panel’s operating funds have -

continuing costs that are goingto . - dwindled to less than $100,000. .
fre N

. whose fiscal year begins in July.

“'I‘hls 1sn’t rqtall" i -'McDermott

: Q:Q . September’s flooding at .
_‘See S'_rlF,_ A’{ i - nwi comlextraslﬂuodmap

In addressing legislators, Ron
* McAhron, oné of three new com- |
) Imssmners said he proposed a .
ary figure of $10.5 miillion
" to complete the capital phase- of
{ the project. McDermott said the’
esumated $3.5 million infusion of
; local nithey could leverage some .
‘ th:eepmes that in federal money, .
or: some $10 million,
McDermott’s proposal met
with the aEproval of several com- "
.mlssmners i .
- However, McDermott’s pro-
posal did little to dppease angry
- homeowners intent on assurances
- from the commission it will come .
up with a‘budget and a timerable
to finish the project. McAhron
staunchly defended the commis- -
sion’s” currént efforts while con-
ceding there had been many mis-
takes all around.
. The “final” figure - sought by
both the Legislature and the
homeowners would be prepared
“for the commission’s riext meet-
ing Jan. 7, said Kent Gurley, the
commissioner’s.treasurer.

McDermott said the Hammond
City Council is expected to adopt:
a resolution toward that end
when- it meets Monday. He trged
other local officials to do.the
same. “If we don’t come up with
our own answer, it’s not going to
be until July Ist that we see a
penny,” McDermott said. Tha}:
means another rainy season for
every town.

McDermott made his remarks

before a_ standing-room-only
crowd at the monthly meeting of
the Little Calumet River Basin -
Developmént Commission,

The commission had presented -
only a tentative 2009 funding
request to the State Budget Com- -
mittee on Wednesday morning. -

1

Its shaky financial- plcture “has :
forced the commission to sus-
pend some capital projects as it -
awaits funding from the state,
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- “It's unlikely the state would
look favorably on'thiis kind of pro-
posal,” - said Jane Jankowski,
spokeswomdn for Gov. Mitch:
The Republican governor’s eco-
nomic development and fiscal
leaders have rejected. nearly all
prior attempts to divert sales tax .
dollars - one of the state’s main
revenue streams - to local proj-
ects. The lone exception is the
new Indianapolis Colts stadium

.and  accompanying convention .

.center  expansion, which is
allowed to siphon up to $11 ‘million
"a year to-finance construction
-bonds, -~ o ' :
Hammond officials sought a
$40 million ‘sales tax divetsion to
. lure Cabela’s to town three years
ago, but the state balked at using
the device for retail deyelopment.
The state instead- committed to
‘making $9 million in infrastruc-.’
: ture improvements at the site of
 former Woodmar Country Club. "

LIS | State leaders arei - 4
che latest proposal 40’
pletion: of ‘along. -
vleve ﬁfoji‘-;et'i:lia!'E'EXPoseg-.-'f !
s:.af;Northwest " Indiana:
mber flooding.
Hammond .-". Mayor' ~ Thomas.

- McDermott argues that divert-

- ing state dollars to the levee work

‘would speed preparation of busi-
ness _parcels adjacent to -the
Cabela’s  outdoors - supetstore,
leading - to an eventual -boost in

sales tax collections.

State' Sen. Luke Kenley, one of.

- the General Assembly’s top fiscal.
“leaders, said region officials must /

demonstrate the. potential returns /-
before lawmakers would seriously
consider .parting with state tax
dollars in an uncertain economy.

“If they could giveus a business
model propésal that shows what
kind of return on investment the .
state might get out of this, 'm ger-

- tainly: willing to listen to them,”

Kenley, a Noblesville Republican,

-'said Wednesday. “It needs to be-

measured on the basis of an eco-
nomic model. You can’t close your
mind to this completely without
having done that analysis.”

© * :See SKEPTICAL, A7

ales: fax R
Cabelu's:

sa

State sales tax collections. are ,

-lion below projections the past
four months. And state offi i3
" argue riew retail’ dfevelopments,

 sensitive to economic' downturns,/
having come in more than $60 mi[;iZ

such as those planned near”
‘Cabela’s, tend to' cannibalize

- .existing . businesses ‘rather than
. :grow the tax base..

The-money needed for the local

. levee work will be tough to come
by in the next state budget.

“Ron  McAhron, . a newly
installed- member of the Little

* Calumet River Basin Development

Commission, told a legislative
panel the best guess is that: $15
million from state or local sources
will be needed to finalize the proj-

. ect. The figure is only a prelimi-

nary estimate, he stressed, not

‘Wwanting to irk lawmakers, who

two years.ago were told $8 million

‘would:finish the job.
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Still no answer to final cost of Little Cal River
flood control project

Comménts Recommend_ (2)

December 4, 2008
By Erik Potter

Post-Tribune staff writer
Just wait 'til next year.

The final number for how much state money the Little Calumet River flood
control project needs to be completed will be available on Jan. 7, according
to the board members of the Little Calumet River Basin Development
Commissfon.

That wasn't the answer Munster resldents wanted to hear in yet another
public drubbing of the caommission, which met Wednesday night in the
Munster Town Hall.

The commission has tried to get its books and numbers in order since the
flooding disaster in late September, but has struggled to point to an exact
dollar amount needed to get the project done. State lawmakers, distrustful
over the years of the constant fluctuation of how much money is needed for
the project, have insisted on a final dollar amount before any money is
forthcoming.

Commissioner Ron McAhron, a recent appointment from the Indiana
Department of Natural Resources, told the state budget committee
Wednesday morning that his best estimate is $15 million, $4.5 million of
which is already committed as a loan from the Regional Development
Authority. That number is still in flux, however, as commissioners give the
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. Still no answer to final cost of Little Cal River flood control project :: Lake County :: Post... Page 2 of 3 |

third degree to all of the cost estimates for the project's outstanding depression
construction items.

SPORTS
In the short term, however, the commission is set to run out of cash by the Irish keep W
end of the year, jeopardizing the timeliness of the Columbia to Northcote
phase of the pmject. ENTERTAIN

Gramm-y eV
Down to their last $80,000, the commission needs to find another $1 miflion revolutiona
to relocate the last utility in that section. If that's not done by early January, televised
the project will be delayed.

LIFESTYLE!
Currently, the RDA has suspended installments-on its $6 million loan to the 31;’:3}’ for tt

commission, approved in February, while the state conducts an audit of its
books. That audit is nearly complete and if it is clean it is presumed that
RDA funding will follow.

No matter how good the books look, however, convincing the General
Assembly to set aside $10.5 million of state money in the next budget
could be a tough sell. Budget committee members are already talking
about finding local funding from cities or the county.

Hammond Mayor Tom McDermott Jr., offered up revenue from the spacial
taxing district around Cabela's.

Years ago Hammond was given a Sales Tax ?Increment Financing district
that is currently not being utilized. McDermott proposed, with the support of
the river communities, convincing the Indiana Department of Local
Government and Finance to allow Hammond to capture the sales tax
generated at Cabela's to use toward funding the local share of the levee
project,

How much revenue that would generate is unclear, though McDermott
estimated that it would be at least $3.5 million a year.

Contact Erik Potter at 648-3120, or epotter@post-trib.com. Comment on
this story at www.post-trib.com.

RELATED BLOG POSTS

State Budget, Local Impact
From D-Day

State Budget, Local Impact
From Calitics

The views expressed in these blog posts are those of the author and not of
the Post-Tribune.
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'Flood-damaged Munster
won’t'wait. on rlver |evee

MUNSTER “Ind.. (AP) .
Officials in Munster;: which had
hundréds. of Homes damaged in

* September. floodiig; plan for thei-
town to build -its- own river le\fee
rather than keep wmtmg onta
reglonal comirfiission;+that -is ycars
behind schedule on the pro_lcct

- Town _ Councnl President - Helen
Brown said” Monday that it would

_build a temporary- levee ‘along” the”
- Little Calumet- River to.last until a
permanent levee reachies “the Lake
County-commuinity. ¢
. “We cannotcount n the L|ttle
Calumct River- Basin: Dcvelopment

'Comm:ssmn * Browi said. “No'one

Pete Visclosky. D Ind called for an.
overhau‘l of the commlssmn He said+
the 1évée work is 10 ‘yéars behind;
schedtile "and $125 million over
budgét. The commission’s executive-
.director,: Dan. Gardner, rcmgncd‘,

i PFe X
Visclusky and oth‘tf,rﬁ ta; stepdown :
i of the’ cpm:ss:on s

Nluhs{'cr wdl invalve ile
two-m:le strétch'of’é)ustmg Tevec" :; ‘
a'600-foot elevation eqmvalcnt to.d:

levee acgoss the river in "Hammond,
Town Managcr Tom. DeGlullo said.’
. Cost estimates- ‘aré not complcte

“has " diréct. rcspons:blhty o ﬂmsh fConcrete barriers will be installed.in,

‘this project.” -

. The comm:sslon. creatcd to bmld
_protectwe levet;s along a 22- mllc
stretch of the.river ftom Gary to thé .
* Indiana-Tllinois. stite line, has taken -
-~ much of the blarnc for. ﬂoodmg.sthat
vdamaged at: Jéast 1 000 northwestcm
Indiana homes, mcludmg 300 that”,
were exthcr heavnly da.maged or
destroyed. .

Up to 10 ‘inchies of fain dumped ;

, by theremnanis .of Humicane Tke
» swamped the Little Calumet River's
banks on Sept. 13214 pounng onto -

streets and hlghways and mto .

PR

-homesr
- Following-those.floods;:1J. S Rep

+ ‘someé ‘jections: vhileothers’ wjll be; »
clea::ed of debns and repl;iced wnh
-clay. *

T .




denms rlttenmeyer

editorlal adwsory bnard

- W 1
part-tlme Leglslatura, the
state’s! mlportant fmanmal

s o

. months every other year That ]

.is not'to; sayfthat the issues’ -

~for’ tha Eorthcormng 20009 § SCS'

" sioh’ have not a]ready beén.-

! franired. of even leglslathn

“drafted;; but, offlmally, the
leglslators are in, ‘session from -

"jahuary to May. Is. it any won:= _

. der we have trouble gettmg
- tlungs donet. ’ g

“Wehdve. aheadst heard the .

budget will be tight:. and that

. there will be little opportini- ’

_ty for niewr programs or new
_initiatives.:The sfatus quo ;
prevails, and lifé in'the -

‘Hoosier state changes slo\ﬂy _

. and only mcrementally
... Unfortunately, this retro-
spectwe logic does not allow

! for initiatives that'might well .

.have deserved funding ifi the”
past to be fairly considered
this year, either. It also sug-
gests, of course;.that if the™-
people’s. prbblems réquire a
state solution, the state will

likely not be he;lpful

- their pleds before; but'the ;-

“sthe. merit"of fully. fandiigs .

Téquire. Qur cxisting frag-.

.ty to find the completion.of ;

. actmnes were not as 1mp0r—

. Two- issués; in Northwest: - *
Indiana cryout for attentidfi
‘Their- achnacau:asl have made

state -has-chdsen not. to see..
e1ther the Little Calumef .
“River. BaSm ComxmsSmn or a
pubhc irensportation system:
. While these attiyities have.
rece:wed modest: fundmg in.
‘the past, they have not -
received the fundmg they

mented bus- gystem 1s falling. .. .
dpart gll around tis; we have ", -
bt found the match” for the .: .
federal money alreadly, allocat- o
‘ed for the South, Shore exténs-
sioh, and;iobcontse; we had-
teéns of millions of dollirs-of -
damage caused. by our. itighili-7

:the Lu:tle Calumet Ievee %
tem. - :
tis ot that the perso

overseemg ‘these activities ;

* have not asked or, even plead—

&d for fundmg, they have, o
Howievet, jn the end; dect—
sions were made that these *

tant as others And ’of‘_;:ourse
there is never e' ough M _
to go'laround. '

- Facéd with these confh
mg priotities; the old; Fram ofl .

~filter cotnmercial from i _
decades-ago seems appropno e
" ate, We eithet pay now, or'

-pay a-lot more later: My now
deceased grandmother t‘xsed

to say-it this way; quoting -
Depressiorni-¢ra philosophy. - ;. '

A stitch.in.time savesnine”

She'was talking-about socks
‘but it still fits!

.expense . This® q:pense‘ f

' grated andrcc erdmate

Jhe. |imes

December 1 200&

'-—-—"'-'__-_—_-_’

Certau;ly, that:is’ true of "rL';'""
“our: t’adure to'la f )

, ggvernment l
rmlhons-m ch saster, relief:

-course, is miuch. more costly i
than .1f we;'had o

in st'pla T
Whlle the: laqk ofa iute-‘ v

tranqurtan_

“riot. quahfy asa dlsaster

dmng it now will be ryich:

less expenslve than 1f we do it
Iater

The oplmon expressed in thls column is

. Aie writer's'and not necessarily that 6f

The Timés! Dennis Ritterimeyer is
President of Calumet College of St
Joseph RIS




If approved by state funds
: would beneﬁt levee pro;eet
" 'BY SUSAN BROWN-

stirown@nwitimes.com
w2, 836 3180 '

- HAMMOND |- At - the behest of :
Mayor Thomas McDermott Jr., the. il
‘City Council on"Monday - adopted o
the first of what may be a series of!'
resoluttons on the-part of local and:
courity government to propose using .
‘sales tax increment financing ‘to: .
speed the completion of the long-

lagging federal levee profect. -

" Proposed by McDermott .and * °
sponsored by Coungil President Dan ~ §
Repay, the: resolution contends the - i
embattled . Little Calumet River. i - dey
Basin Development Commissionhas * § .
been ungble to make significani: - -,

. INSIDE "

~‘Munster . :

progress on the levee because of lack

of capital for ‘the local match: The -
'I'ESOIU_IJOH also notes the-need for
--funds to "operate and maintain the

. levee once 1t’s completed

See STIF, As' i

. federal Ievee' )

- reviewsits - 'f{?_

———

———

ht li'mes —

ap—

Jues.

DPeembﬁ-’ 7

STIF fora~

“’_land Griffithi and- Gary.

temporaw

-Ievee A5 ’olutton to the

A proble'

1 ‘w1th s Jane:”

fics’ toward ﬁIhng E

ot jlIsE; :Hamniond ‘but. the.
: other ¢ommuriities along the.
¥ ¥iver, ndmely Munster, H1gh

" Meiiibers” of the. L1ttle’-'
‘alu_met commission et the”
“proposal favorably Jast.week, - .
aying .. the effort WOuld"

Several la,v(rmakers along :
]ankowskl v
Gov :

.froject. * ey
“ Hammaid s 7 gap. C“‘TenﬂY estiz p
- -one of ofily fo At ; .
g commumtles wlth soliciting _
. thestate,. other local
' authpr,lzed;lo ; -
créate a STIF. -
" district, yet ,__-:Cabda'Sd L0t 7 d 20 o
" récently Was b be used 1ot for; ret‘ad devel- McDermott saxd,of the mmal"-
" rebuffed in- +opment;but the construction: . reaction by the state. - " -
usmg the _ﬂood walls ‘beneficial- to. . . Howéver;. Mcfexmott

sald he ' be ;
may bow to ajoint effort::
If " the: " state doesn t:

. approve -the' plah; “McDet-
“mott chaIlenged sthe state to

come up with 2 better one.
. “There is'no plan,” hie szud L

"iof ‘the.:curent ‘status -of the
L project: | Al there i§ is fin-

gerpomtmg R




evelopr ment ;Commmsmn
vhich eclmed‘ to: rele:dsé prehm
" Inary results of: the stit
a 'of the troubled’ agency

. Conductmgr.a“

. -mg ISSI.IES or Prop'se orre i
: 'actlon

L.and adnumstrauve ~Costs;. ‘whicli -
-are, the responSIbﬂlty {)E\ the [.Ll:t]g
Cal conifmssmn P S i

N See AUDIT( AB

-

“The

Hi'me s

Wed.,

December 10

Audlt

ers, co B |
estamated total OVera]l cost of the c““""e" from A3

; ‘defiddes-old’ pro]ect "has- growi - to' "
. $245" mifllion: The -overall  ¢dst .
< indlides  coristruction’and desigr; .
__which ate the resporisibility of the -
Arm)r Cotps;‘and:land acquisitioh

-‘:

not ‘include " project - better-
‘ments or the -operation and
mainfenance,. or O & M, of
the complel;ed levee -system,
-which are 100 percent, the
respon51b1]1ty of the thtle Cal

" commission. -

- An example’ of a betterment

‘is work outside. the scope of a,
I project, such as’ providing -

‘riprap where none previously
existed. The ‘hecessity. of two,
- betterments indertaken by the
" commission; one. in" Gary and

-. the other ini" Griffth, have been.

quesuoned by thie office of us.
Rep‘ Pete Vlsclosky D-Ind.
'Sarnara, - meanwhlle has

descnbed the cost ofO & M;;

Wluch has never had a fund-
$ihg source, as “the big, white
elephanl; in'‘the Toom nobody
wants to'talk about.”
-Samara’ éstimatéd the total
: remammg construction cost
‘ for the last two stages of the
‘project at $75.6'million, which

“includes a local cash match

estlmated at $5.6 mxlhon for
‘Wwhich the commission. is
reSponSIbIe Samara used the

year 2009 through 2012 as the .

tlmetable

‘Samara’s estimate mcludes
the construction of
. remaining - levees, wetland

mitigation, landscapmg, two .

_pump stations and a recre-
_ation component. It does not
include ‘the cost of the better-
' ments, 'the commission’s
administrative costs or the

The $245 nulhon cost does
* to-shoulder 25 percent, which

form of labor, equipment,

.percent shate as. the pro;ecE
_moves forward

- match has'not been configh

‘estimatéd - schedule “of - com-

"ponent.

the -

cost of Iand acqulsmon

Of the construction ‘costs]
the federal government cop-
tributes 75 percent while ag
the local - sponsor, the Littld
Cal commission is. .obligated

is a combination of: cash and}
“in-kind” contributions. Thel
in-kind portioh may be'in thg

supplies and/or - _services;
according to the’ Army Corps;

The commission is- credlt-
ed for its cash: and: m—kmtﬂ
contnbutlons toward its 25

“The. 25 percent overall

ured yet although there  has
been quité 4 bit of credltmg
completed,”  said” Jody
Melton, interim . executive
director- for the thtle Cal
commission. .

With' an_eye on the con-
struction blddmg Pprocess; the
Army Cotps has released an]

pletion, but not the specifi¢
costs of each’ remammg ‘cont#

Though Vlsclosky and
Northwest Indiana lawmalk;
ers .have demanded “final’
figures to,complete the ppo),—
ect, Samara’ sald the’ flgure,s
are in flux. e

Samara said the Elgures atg
not a moving target so much
as updated as the desxgn is
detailed.

“It’s a snapshot in ume:"P
he said. R
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I water.

_ mamtenance v ¥ _
+  Hammond Mayor Thomas
1 McDermott_]r. deserves credlt

1. proposal on the table:” ~° .,
' McDermott wants to,use "
Sales ‘tax increment fmancmg
ta genefate the revente fo.

-1 - -complete the’ Jevee project,” -
b Basmally, the state would use-

1zed’at'the old Woodmar"™
CQunr.ry Club site since *
. ; ‘Cabela’s bought the property
| for this'levee system.
* That would bring an esti-
mated $3 5 million a year
McDermol:t said.

“We need to. come up with.

<.

\mth the continuing costs that
dre’ gomg to be here 20 years
. from now,” McDermott said.
|~ “if we dorrg do our mainte-

E o_un_zOPIN!ON '

+ for'putting a.creative: Emancmg '

the increase in sales taxes real—'

the local match for the cap1tal :
costs, and we need to come up-.

e he Eloodwaters of Sept 13—14 have recad-
# ed, bt theamemories Imger, in the". ‘
affected commumnes; along the L}tﬂe

R & Calumet ‘River, Those memones must be
A kept ,fresh in Indmnapol;s as ’well '
4. “The ¢auses of the- ﬂoodmg are. snuple o too
J| " muchrain in ashort tithe-and. the failure to éom- .
plete a levee system capable of holdmg back the

r
L
G

Hammond M‘ayb; -
e .Thomas
. ,.Mcllermott Je's

pitch for sale; tax

" Increment _
financing for. the

Little Calumet

system isa good
startlnq point, at

“thievery least
. The state will -
" needtobe -

creative to

‘generate the

money necessary
‘to complete this

project and fund

the necessary

- maintenance
_ thereafter.

«| .; Nance; we'rg going to have another disaster like

The current challenge is'to fmd the fundmg to .
fuush the levee system . and prowde fundmg for

‘River [evee ."_‘ v

. this, 20- years\d'own the road:”
AR ster Toyn' Council : Pres:dent Helen Brown
. and Town Manager Tom. DeGulho have SImllarly

166 d Hard sell, totbe sitre. e, Faoy v
Indlana ofﬁcxals haven’t looked kmdly on ear— '_',
e her STIF proposals, mcludmg for that Very prop-:
erty, McDermott med‘te) ise/ STIF to léxelp Tl g

/

‘ Cabela’s to Hammond. ~'. Co e e,

o "recessmn S0 ptying sale§ tax money out
state’s fingers-won’t be easy. -

But'the levee work must be done ind I:here
istt any other funding proposal on the.table to

: _lsh it qu:ckly

: fmancmg might 1ot be the most likely. funding
mechanism, given the state’s reluctance to.estab-
hsh STIF financing i in- Northwest Indiana, but' the'
state has little money elséwhere. It will need to - ,

. be credtive to genérate. the money necessary to

1 _complete this project. "

AR the very least, McDermott’s STIF plan isa

‘_good starting point. . . 1 o

o Anii'McDermott’s right. Once I:hey are fm— .

' 1shed’ the levees will need to be maintained =

- as waL the Kankakee River levees and others.. :
The state must find a way.to fmance this mainte-

nance without causing ma]or fmanc1al pain for
those it will help. oo :

[

 called for funds: for contmued levee mamtzenance 7

* And state revenues have. dropped in th(% : E P
the -

" make sure there’s enough money set as:de fo fm- ‘

“McDermott Jr.’s pitch for sales tax mcrement _—




building on ﬂood ol
tion pondsand. adequgte séwers-had a
thing togg%m&l r.he - floodin :

-

decrepit. Hamiiond gew:
mayor talks a-good
through Iacks*—“’ﬂ

. plan instead of finger-péinting, ﬁnall an
elected offi¢ial thag wants todo somet}ung
about a problem and not just talk about it.
‘Thank heavens for Mayor ‘McDermott! Now
if.only downstate will listen. ' sure théy
will hate to have Lake County get the credit
for ﬂnis]:ung the levee project after all these

years.”

l

6 taxpaver wrote‘ “] agres wrth Hur-
tzh for McDermott. How can anyone

be against:this if it goes through downstare?,

. 1ts 1ocally generated sales tax going toward

_. a local project that not only benefits Ham-
mond but Munster, Highland, Griffith-and_
Gary. Does anyone else have a lan to get:.
this project moving again and have revenue
coming in for future maintenance? ¥sal-
haver't heard a peep from them. Whatever
“McDermott has done in the past that you
don't agree with how can-you bé against
thiss» . ) o

o read_ers bring up.”

EXPRESS YOURSELF
- We express our apinion on Iocal issues every

e '.day in the editorial, But today we want to hear

what you. have’ to say..

- Thig space is reserved each week to hlghllght
- _jour thoughts, opinidns or sofutions fo lhe

“important isstes In'your commumtv

To express yourself, go to. il cqrnloplnlon
5nd comment:on' ahy of fig'issues: we nr nther

: ‘é Re HURRAH wrote: “Many of us -

are not against the idea, It just

'might work. What took the mayor 6+ years.:

to come up.with it? In any event, I, like oth-
ers, do not want Mayor McDermott to have

“anything to do, with managmg the complé- -
+ tion of the project or getting his sticky fin-- *

gets anywhere near the funds. Nor do we .

want his father involved. One decent ideain-

six years does not an honest man make. I-

" see how Woodmar Mall turned out under

his watch..Oh, I live, in' Munster by the way,
and as someone else said, hc is not to be -
trusted.”

. é McFan wrote: “,Where have all the

‘whiners and complainers gone?
Hammond n-ught be a place worth living if
its leaders were not- con'upt Whose fault is
that. You keep.electing people who are
shady. Dor't blame the mayor for that. He.is
only doing what you let him get away with.
If Lifs STIF plan is so great, why did it take
him years to come up with it? The flooding

has been happening for a long time. Look at .
" the progress Hammond is maldng, Wood- .

mar Mall is being rebuilt at 4 snail’s pace:
At the rate thisis occumng, my children’s

'great-grandchildren may. one day shop

there. Let’s not forget, gangs now run the
streets, and shootings océur during broad
daylight. Ask the folks around Hessville
Park. The schools graduate six out of 10.
Hey, what do you want; nobody is perfect.
How very ignorant, dangerous and dismal

the city has become Thank you, mayor.”

‘ Reason for Flood wrote: “How
can the levee system be maintained
when the original river bottom hasn't been

. cleaned in a.thousand years! If the bottom’

isw't cleaned before the levee project is
started, then all the river will do is fill up
the channel higher and higher, like the |
Yangtze River in China, No one has men-
‘tioned this need and the costs to do it.
Another reason for the flood of record is
that Cabela’s blocked the pre-existing flood-
plain and did not mitigate for it..Plain and

" simple.”

‘creative. Ihave creanve Stop buying
ced property, by stop Bullding, the
Instead, excavate aifeservoir north of
orthwest Let the water pool there over
, creating a lake.. Thefi you dor't have .
build leyees to hold backithe watery the
“will go. there. Theri move one. of.
riverboats to the lake and- bu:ld the
7 1U/Methodist, Medical facility on the .
re. as.well. Build.a dommon parking -
ind a hotel: The valtie of all the:,
ning land arotind the'lake will sky- -
t. Gary’s own.Géfst Réservoir. Fix ﬂle
eding; fund the hospital, enhance the '
val the-riverboat license, regentrify, the
it hOWCase facr].lty

. ¢an go in. As for those who blame Mayor for -

' taking so long to come up with ths idea, it
didrt flood over until September, What -
was Dedelow’s idea to fix 7 What is Team
- Landlord’s idea to'fix it? What is Munster -
Town Council's idea? Oh wait, they dort -
have ideas; they just throw blame around
‘Woodmar Mall is private property. How can
anyone force someone to develop their.own
. land? Look down in Schererville where the
" Fun Center used to be, Where is that proj-
ect? The economy is bad. How ¢an the
miayor be blamed for the schools when he
doesn’t control the schools.: I you actually
thought before you typed, yow'd make more
“sense.'NGw lev’s hear your brilliant ideato -
ﬁmsh thié'levee that was started 20 years
. ago. Hmmm, sﬂence Thought so.» =~

éé A Lake Is a Brllifant ldea wrote.
“What a brilliant idea. [ just Google

Earthed the area,-and it’s actually doable.
Buﬂd a lake, rigt a. levet:

é 'I_'i.lrlr182 wrote: “It has to be a
Daddy McDermott idea. Little

- Tommy only comes up with.childish ideas

like putting:up a Statye of Liberty in Wolf

Lake. If it’s 2 Daddy idea, you can rest

dssired that Daddy is going to be making

money off o -

eé re to resevolr wrote: “You are cor-
rect, we can't force a private party -
to complete a project, but we can fine him
for doing what he did, and it did happen on
McMayor’s watch, like so many other
things. I no longer live in Hammond —
moved out a little over two years ago = and
. I am so happy to be out of that dump. 1 call
Crown Point home now, and I have to agree
"with the others who say keep all the McDer-
mott clan away from whatever funding is -
used to complete the levee. He cannot be
trusted, and neither can his father.”




""'-'.ald*m ﬂood—conﬁ:ol efforts

BY srew: ZABROSKI’ .

'The cx_ty took pos-

-sessfon:. of . Tiverfront property-
-ihside the town Mmiits of neighbor-:
. ing commuhities: ‘Highland *and

Munster ori Thursda

Cabela’s Wholesale Inc. offered.,
~to -donate” three’ parcels totaling

nearly 20 ackes of land'just soith of

. ‘the.Little Calumet River to’ Ham- -
.mond. The' gift was accepted by
-thé Board of Pubhc Works and

Safety L
.The . suburban-, acreage which

“Was appra1sed at-$484;000, is part

i - © . ’See LAND, A9

. 'm pgostly green ‘acres from the | for-

“Sincludes the seventh- hole 12th. and the expected-removal of the -

lLand

COntlnued irom AI

- " area avalia e to ‘the Army Corps
and® the Little ‘Caliimet. River .- _-:
Bdsin Development Comifnission,.
local sporisor of the levee project, ;
- if needed ‘1o expedite the con-
“structidn, said Richard Calinski® ™ {
executive . director of plannmg
. and development forthe city: ~ |
" Even after completing the levee

of the Nebraska—based outdoor
outfitter’s 2005, purchase of 100 -

:smmer Woodlnar® Counitry Club.”,
- #Ies, bagically --an - 1sland”_
" Mayor Thomas ‘McDerinott Jr.,’
sesaid. of the donation, which

.area from federal flood plaln

, ,restncnons, notbmg hkelywdl be,. .

.  built there, Calinski said.., . .- .+ - )
,ény use i their " de et ¢ Tnstedd; CiBelas has;suggest—

lans. i Rl T 6 the ‘pioperty bé“inaintaitied:! |

" The retaller budlt its store and for - wﬂd],;fc Ppreservation, possi-
parkmg arez on 35 actes of the .bly under stewardship by-local -
‘property. It plans to sell or lease. conservation . -. organizations, .

"the remainder - minus the unim- . though Calinski said notfhm'g‘
proved southern 20 -acres ~ for - definite? had been demde_c_l as. of
other busihesses ‘as soon as the Thursday. .
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers fin~ ~ The Army Corps: esumates the -
islies a_flood control levee along . Little Calirmet River levee will be -
the river. ‘in place to the Ilhnois state line

Hammon& wanted to keep the' A sotne tlme in 2010 o

ole, and much of the 11th green-
- of the club’s: fo:me;_‘ golf course, .




BY SUSAN BRO‘WN
sbrown@nmtlmes com”
- 29833780

e HAMMOND | At the behést of
.sMayor Thomas- ‘MeDe
. Snty Couricil ‘on’ Mondz

qesolutwns on the part of logal and
co‘unty govemment 10 propos

“i:sdles+ k. iherement; financing -
speed ‘the!‘completion. of: the Ion

laggmg federal levee project.”

-Proposed by McDermot:

sponsorcd by Coungil Presidéri

-“Repay; the resolution-contends the

< embattled . Little “'Caliimét™ Rive

., Basim Development Commission’has

,._-.A.J:;e'a -ariable sto make: significant

: Erogress on t'he levee-becatiSe:of lack

i ot “capitdl forthe: local match. The. -

'resolutfon also not;es the need for

See STIF, AS

e first“of ‘what fnay | be a seﬁ’és O %

" “Munster. . 2,
L reviewsdts <
- teniporary. - -
“i .- levée. AS

.

g CS-'lqng the 5 B
nately:Munseer; Highs -~ 1633
Fiifh &id Gy
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7. GET. THE-LATEST-NEWS: nwi.con

J.- . Munster “Town- Engineér debris fr
i Jim-Mandon; -who presented” hé. ‘Bag
e stan'iis-répo,rt:._onfthe:tempof.‘,)
ary levee project to the Towi, . g

| : Cotinctl,. said+he is %workin;
eeomthe éngineering aspects'fo:
|+ determine whichflodd tech-
nidues il sed” along 835

I. what ‘_arqé"s.‘of tﬁe"lqu_é,

CTTOESDAT | 0E0\23 008
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;,Pmudton'd"vtr"
rhcsoalh Shorc’sm

<Pt i ;bas:call a-'

.
report Ml ‘St' e Eﬁmmm

zhé detacg’es-old ﬂood comfol 151'0)—
ot hastaken. “We're mot engmeers
IWere not attorneys,” he said. -

 Hartman sald, the” few “coni-

mehts? tigtedyin the ajilip AteTnot
.sigmﬁcani The 1S§§m== fHiglude. tiide”
“sheets submitted by, Sfitractors,

the. eligibtlity 'of a few_#ansl for.

statevregbprsemcm: 1 severa
cred1t/3 card; gl s thir} .didme
includg “receip Those Hire ‘Pretty

-standard thing you’ll see m a gov-

. As is e{i‘isf:‘gréﬁa ?comin smn':

"Chaitman “Williim Biller -offered!

‘explanatichs and’ remedms for the’
“few’ concerns in a letter to the state’
- dl ‘i

‘boind,Th

expect s ctlim
&« E.l'}rt.hﬂ'l A f‘ 3 ‘g
o the” gu%dchrms’ Eptj-ﬁfortunately

we’ve been dead in the water for the
two! montbs-,tlﬁs"hds*gonc- on, ‘bt

(Vs

ivsd good. st;g,beqause itproves. ther

doin, g: nothing

B
NorﬂlWest Indiaha’Régional Devel- -

_opment Authonty 10 Tesuthei pay-
mllli

IREREOn Jt5,
Sormissto

on loan to the

. atthe ér'ud of Nov&m}

“I was retty pleased with what 1 _
saw,” M ‘Et’a 5 a%l “There’s aIwa)rS"
(). e
eciitive . Director. Tim
Sandefslsald “tig now ‘will chieck,if.".
; hig board is*comfortable enough to -
oV forwaid: “Pye. asked the (U.S.
rArtiyComsofiEnginéers) for a final |
mber;: b isaid. o‘p’eﬁxﬂy-wé-“
can get to;thgbgttomv!fxie, S
State Rep=Ed  Soliday; >R—Val-~-_
paraiso. ‘who. lcd the Jawmakers-in,
g ithe haudit, “said, 1 fl_rst .
glance the audit'does no](:‘gpp&lr o
raise’ any;re&;ﬂags but { doesd™"
«hot:answer, the. questions: ﬂlat’wﬂl :
be posed by the stare finapice Coms:.
. mittee - considenng the cemmis
L slowsnext. bi dg; :

3

; T
wed part’»t:.me executive chrector,
; saidihg

M. r

_, — orthiies .
.ana Regmh%l Pliitingn; befomom

e said,
cani - 4935 w‘orlt"mthc' ,
and esnmate thc cast." ;




b wn@nwutlmesco_
219836:3780 -

' Regxonal Development Authonty

Lhwesf' Indiana’

Candlellght service set for today -
A Chnstmas Eve Candlelight Se{wce_wrll be held '
: Bebhall e o

wﬂl proceed' to work w:th leglsla--. :
' tors"to’.deyise a7 .
. federal lévesp oject, RDA Executive . -
Dlrector'fim

lan"to firiish, the

'§an rs gaid Tuesday:
'd it some $1 5

A

ield dpprov-

E
unt11 the: audlt results ‘were in.

dit.
- whether the, RDA would oW free
the dollars 'neede . 1

s Agdinat the loan .'smn “of. any’ fmanC1a1 wrongdomg, h

“The main quesno __Onth 'mmds be »
of the comnnss ] L proje

s were'

“the :¢dmmis - pro_p 'éli‘ét:
Faises Some: ‘quéstions: that: have’ o

but Sanders sald some board mem- . be answered »




) :hc Southshora’snm

., : Pmud to,ddxvcr B

: .wpv BILL DOLAN .
AND DEBORAH LAVER‘TY -

Tlrnes ;larr Writers

Munster ﬁreflghters an resi- -
~ dent volunteers»heaved+sandbags
§ owirs sidé.of the North:
cotésAvenieland Columbia Avenue -
bridges Satirday night.asithe Lirtle -
Calumet Riverrose-ominously. -

+“This - igh -precautionary - : and.
maybe an -overréaction,!: Miinster
Town: Councx]mamMichacl Mellon
said as he watchied, ¢ quryqne is-a
bit skittish, the resndents ‘the couns
cileveryone té:fust  litele skittis|

‘ OWil.-MANager - Iun
; iovsaid: thoughi-ithe -
was_stillibelow-the: bridjge ‘décks,
they acted:Saturday to.take advan- |

of::volunteers: javailible

ﬂoaded four rnonths -ag6 fby - |
‘recard flodd .surge;: ineludmg Rey
Candelaria‘ _ z'which" 18 ".bemg
rebuilt. :; : :
* “Just hke last: time %, Cande]zna
said early Satiirday.. - .o - :

.‘_‘ . *%cgfi%cfﬂﬁ%ﬁ Ieer h‘

Munster barncades two bndges W1th sandb.aqs as rwer swells from heavy raln el

S R,

Co Eg;ther south, the Kankake:e
. River’at 845 pim. Saru:;lay stood at
South windsugusted unseasonw.. AL 2"feet, which!is more than 2 feet
ably veartn dir info ‘the’ regioi that. “ovet its fldod-tage.

liquified ft criist of tce and brought : _; Denrils Strain, a residént of
 ¥waves of 1 thunderstoms_ and stead o va'Resorts, Which is perched’along,-
rain,. th_e southem bank of -th K‘ankék 2

. said ‘the riveriat. ' %Emps ate” keeping! ﬂoodWa-
; 9.03 feet. a5 'of:9:T5: ches from most bores::sz.
less that 3feer, owiloc e’ qire\éll.right: Tunless there is- an
is. expected';tq crést’a c:e‘jgm*doﬁmsu‘eam'“ Strain sgidi-:."

_ -about 6 a.m; well] SHeets Sfiwiaters .
tember’s, hfs Joeal’ ads Satur&ay as: W;:llﬂs
at Munster, s' Riverside Park,- gust

The Litde'Cal o) tHe‘I.;.ttle Caluy '

2l
Holland@togd at 1489 feetas

feet, According to " the Nd tfonal
Weather Service, the river is expect
ed to crest at 16.7 feet about 6 am
" today.’ Duling S‘eptember’s flgod, i¢*

n-eetsandparla.nglot but 4
‘d@s_bad as we had expeg
| bpe.n the Wcrtest year

. - Samirday, aceording to-Phil Giiff:r:‘h1
dlrecto; of Porter Courity Emcrgency

. | .b -
'reFS"fted, quL orter C%u%n:y’ B Iagt%

SUNDAY S
DECEMBER 28 2008

ﬁh"{j ice

Road tlosure & signs ace posted Saturday on the south end of the, Northcote hvenuebridgein.
Munster, The town put sandbagsacruss its side of the Northcate Avende and Columbla -
Avenue bridges Szturiay night s the Litté Calurnet River rose.
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>> Resnde-n’ts officials: breathe sngh of rellgfl
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>> Meltmg ice created “Catch 22" sn;uatién
for highway departments S
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Melting Snow,
rain add up

to worrisome
sitnation

Bv"'i'Enmf.ucﬂ ScHuz
Post-Eibune staff writer

« MUNSTER — Homeowners
pear the Little Calumet River
‘held  their breath Saturday
night es they waited to see
whether, the water would over-
flow .its banks.

“T guess we're all kind of jit-
tery,” Munster resident Davis
Jones-said.

«Jones and other residents
pathered at Northcote Avenue
bridge to see just how high the-
water was getting aftér melting
snow.and freshrains brought it
up to.about 9 feet, about a foot
and a half below the bottom of
the bridge. Officials with-both

Munster and, Hammﬂnd also -
. drove by, keeping a watch on.

the river level. i

Thé main concern ' was
whether the river would cause |
flooding like it:did‘in Septem- "

ber when hundreds'of people in
- the area had 1o evacuate, -As of
Saturday evening, the ‘area
looked ike it was in the clear as
the National Weather. Service

predicted it would crest at 13 .
feet, low enough for the levees .

to handle the-extra water, .

- Lyiine Whelan, spokeswoman
for thé‘.m'niy COrps .of Engi-
nélt S8 crewiiapt 48 « eyeon
the river but did not expegt to
seal 1t Hnnd the banks,.Ham-
mond-Mayor Thoimas McDer-
mott Jr. said he didn't think it
.would come near last summer’s
"flood, when the nver reached
17 feet:

“It's not like we’re panick-
ing,” McDermott said. “We're
all on standbv.” -

McDermott said the city had
not started sandbapging. and
would hald off with that until
the river reached about 12 feet.
Munster planned {o start sand-
bagging when the river reached'
11 feet, said Mark Knesék, utili-
ties crew leader for Munster,

~The town stood ready with
about40,000 prepared'sandbags
if they were needed though, i
Kiédek said,

-+ Jones sald‘he would have pre- i

férred to ‘see the’ town' start’
sandbagging during the day,
though, jist so they. wnuldn't;‘
hiave-to do it-late:at night in".
colder-weather. He compared
thig:town's actions to that of the ;
Septemiber flopds, whsn: Mun:
ster"offmials waited tu' start{
sandbagging. -

- #THs is, the same thin they
tnId {is in September,” he said

Other residents talked with
Jongs: nnd tried to get a view of
the: measuring stick at North-
cote- bridge. that .shows .the
wiltéh- ervels. Although they
werd concerned, no' cne had
ii:xgg,edxate plans tp start pack-

g up. : .

“All we're doing is sitting and
wailtitig in our houses,” resident
Steve Yekel said. "It’s just a
waltmg game.”

In: Griffith, officials didn’t
expect anything catastrophic,
either, but said they will remain
vigilant should that change.

. Town Council President Rick
Ryfa satd Public Works was out
early Saturday- cleaning out
inlets and grates of leaves and
other debris. Because of those
efforts, the water was flowing
like it should,

1 “(Cady) ditch was high thls
morning, but after cleaning
everything out, we're ready to
go if something happens,” Ryfa
gaid, adding that the town has
pumps at the ready for any
emergency

Contact Teresa Auch Schu!tz
at 477-6015 or tauch@post-
tribicom. Comment on this story
at www.post-trib.com.

" Post-Tribune correspondent
Michelle L. Quinn bontnbuted
to this report.

ABOVE: Drivers nogotiate Burr
Street between U.S. 30 and Jollet
on Saturday where water covered
the nerthbound lane at ona point
In Scherervillo, Unusuaﬂywarm

temperatures led to Ics and snow

i melt which mbod with raln to
;ause some ﬂoodlng.

LEFT; *We got guys eumlng uut In
shifts. We're galng o be monltos-
Ing all night;” sald Mark Knesek,
utllity crew leader for Munster
public works, Knesok was check-
Ing tho water level of the Little
€alumet at the Northcote bridge.

dme past or walked to the North-
cote Avenue bridge, on-bath the
Hammond and Munster side, to
check on the Teve] of the Little

ca[umet River,
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Commlssmn asklng for remamder :
of $6 million i in funding from RDA=. -

BY SUSAN BROWN
" sbrown@nwitimes.com -
’ 2198363780

It remains unclear whether the

Northwest Indfana . Regional .

Development . Authority will
release  the remainder of its

' $6 million loan:to the belea-

. guered Little Calumet River Basin
Developmnnnﬁommlssmn, which

nieeds the money to keep the-fed-.

 ezal levee project moving: .

Despite the state audit vmdi- .

cating the commission.as far ‘as
financial accountability, RDA

‘Executive Director Tim'Sanders

said Tuesday the RDA will pro-

cted on a funding plan with the.

assistance_ of the state Legisla-
" tureyJt
“thé

Y
4]

-the :currcnt Toan.’

SAsit stands, the comrmssion
wﬂlnm out of money by the end .- St : ',
o © ‘See I.EVEE LQAN,-A’S

ofjanuary, -well before the Gcner»

s left unclear whether:
“will free. up the rest of -

-al Assembly completes its. budget )

session.

“W¢ have enough funds to get )
-us through January. -After that,"t

dor’t know,” sald William Billet,.

the commissior’s chairman. “We: - -

will" definitely be.out ‘of .draw-

downs from the state budget and’
-will have j just a few, dollars to cover:
operation and maintenance.” '

Biller said a letter requesting .7
the. release "of some. money .

toward the first ‘quarter of next

yéar recently was delivéted- 1o -

Sanders' office after the commis-

sion received the- -andit results, .
“We have not heaid back from ’

" him,” Biller said, : o

“He was out of the ofﬁce ancl :

has not contacted us.”

- Billes ‘sau;l hc had ?.xpécted he ‘
'_may ‘ot hea: Bad
: ,_Chnstmaa ar-ev

yAcke, yntil “after
g theﬁrst of the

year, "

o

‘RDA iri_ : versation with (s

" #QOur issues. are not the same as
the RDA’s. All they want to know is
how (the commission) is: going to
pay them back,” state Rep. Ed Soli-
_ day, R-Valparaiso, said Wedncsday
. Soliday Ted lawmakers fn: seekmg
'l:he audit. T -

Nevertheless, Soliday who in a
bipartlsan effort has autflorcd legis-
lation abollshlng_the criént com-
missichers and replicing thein with
a five-member eﬁoard appointed
golely by the governor, sald Sanders
posed.t]{ Fight.question.

"~ “Is this'a-de facto <contribution?”
Soliday said. - :
" Soliday satd he did nét expect the -
- audit results alone to sway the legis-
lamre. apymore than ir.]:as the RDA.

Soliday sald his propased bill,
which ‘he sald has .more support
Jthian {trieedd; Would centtalize con:

. trol and: de-politicize the local deti—
sion-makirig, “We've got to get thi
money to finish this; pro_fect and you:
cannot get the moncy wir.h business-‘
as usual,” he siid: . :
Sohday’s comments suggested
communication . betweer® the. RDAZ.
the commissioriers anid ‘the’ lawmhk
ershashltalo.am. S =
“You would-"think’ ﬂ:ey’d be inA
reguldr communication  with - the
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“'I"here wasmt nearly a$ much

rain.fall asin September,” Ratzer
‘satd.

Ray Chambers, gmergency
. ‘management dixéitor for New-

The reglon Is expected to see “County, sald the county has
. high temperatures in the mid-40s” s réady if flooding -rises
‘today with wind gists of up to 30 ‘byond .minor levels., He- said

" mph. -Lows’ are“expected to
- below freezing, according to" the

“weather seivice. There s no raln

“'In the forecast for today, with a

t o

chance of snow Thursday.

Munster officials and vol;an-

people are monitoring toads and
levees énd will call volunteers i
1t's necessary tp | reinforoe the lev-
. ees:in place. The county. Is ina
£ _:apd*-see mode.” .
SNt 5andbaggmg yet. We’re

" teers closed bridges ar-Northeote still mghitoring,” Chambers said
i and- Columbla. avenues to traffic = und,ay “We, scﬂ[ have a little bit
Samrda?(i?i'xfg’éhndbags and bar- ; tu,ko,

ricades. Neither crossing was

* Everi'thongh Thom Creek in

A levee holds back the water of the Litle Calumet River on Sunday near Hawthone flodded Sunday afternoon, y Thomton wag a few feet above
DiveInMurister According to theNationl Weathr Service, the Lt Caumet River - .- . There was high standing water %itsflood stage, the Thornton
rosg toMIfeetearIvSundaymomlnq : in Riverside Park {h-Hammond - Police * Departihent - wasn't
_ and the Wicker Paik golf cotirse aware:: of any majqr sapdbag-
- in Highland, but nearby streets ging elforts Sunday nfght befng

Region dodges
weekend floods

' Shelby. A flood ‘wirnjhiTor the *
I_lttle Cal crests; Karﬂcakee _MIDWEST FEARS n.oomus . - TLitde Calumet fn Swmsﬂoum 5.
may St]ll cause problems . Toiwwa, Missouri, Michigan and Ohio were - was canceled, sunday night’ . .

) *also given flood warnings due fo the - "+ Rarzer sald - although - the,
BY BOWDEYA TWEH heavy rain andmellmg SI‘IDW A6 . Kankakee River. 16\@1 fe]l té'rmr—
BowdeyaTweh@nwilimes.com g Iy 1 feet: sunday-aftemoi

799334183 - Shelby, i {5’ expected toreachu 5.
“1 lost every stick of fuminme;" feerhy n
Rmidznta in Iow—lying areas  Kozlowski said. ith
He said he was glad the region

E‘{m'lg their Rood fears have
along with river waters.
AIter weekend rainstorms and
the breakup of ice on area water-
ways, rising water levels caused
concern among residents and offi-
clals in towns such as Munster.

Memoties remained fresh in -

Leon Kozlowski's mind because
he was finishing Installing dry
wall'in his home Sunday from the
September flood. .
Kozlowski, a Munster resident,
noted the water. leve_l was reced-

L

"avolded major flooding. because

" residents. were “still recovering

from the events this fall. .

The National Weather' Sen'ioe:
said “the level -of. the Little
- Calumer Riverin Murister was at,
* 13,98 feet at 3:15 p.m. Sunday. The
river crested at 14.1 feet, Meteo- -
rologist Mark Rarzer sald the
siver should fall below the 12-foot
Hood stage before this afternoon.
During the fall, the river crested
at17.31 feet, causing nearby homes.

E A“/Ere largely clear of water- Sun-

42
tbf; water level of. the Kankakee

ing and recalls water fillinguphis  to Hood rises to forecast levels, then sarid-
basenignt and 2 feet of the first N “bagging will go on in Shelby and‘
floor in'September. _Sea WEATHER, AS' Sumgva Resom

R lmplememcd

“In’the Bumham-Hegevsdsch '

‘ area, néarly 1.7 inches of fain fell

betwean Friday and Saturday. In
Indfans,” the most rain’ fell In
Schererville - and Portagc with
aroundlimches

 daugher, SeIa

Hinich, of Chxcago, wiltle'Standing or the baihks of the Little Catume! Biver on Sunday at
Narthcote Avenive and River Drive in Munstek, “We escaped this one, no question,” said
Seja Hiich, who helped evatuate her parentk Inthe Septembér fioods. -

of 8215 MNorthcote Avé uoks at the Little Caturek River on-SUriday frpm the bariks gt Nort ote ivenide an Rwer br
WS wife; Dana were evaciated durlnq tlie Sep ber flood




RDA bails out
Little Cal Basm
Commlssmn

& Development agency
provides $1.7 million
loan to halt shutdown

) BYTERESA Aucu ScHuLz
Post-THbune staff wnter C

. .The. Little Calumet River
-Basin-Commission was saved

" from shutting-down after get-
ting'a $1.7 million loan from
the Regional Development
Authority,

The commission had already
closed most of its operations
Monday because officials didn’t
want to rack up any more bills,
said Jody Melton, interim exec-
utive director. Current work on

the fifth stage of the commis-

sion’s project, installing a new
levee systein; along the Little

-'Calumet River that's supposed- )
. tostop major fléods such as the ..

-ione:in-S§éptember;:was ir dan-

" ger. becaUSe the ommission :
“had t6 pay utﬁmes for woi-li' 1o-

be done. -
o “We' Were- out’ of money,"
Melton sa:d
.The comm1ssxon had been

" loans from the RDA last Febru-

ary, but after a $1.5 miltion.

pay-out earlier this year, the
- money -was frozen after state

lawmakers" ‘became concerned -

about’ how the money -was
beirig spent. Although an audit
.showed no maJor problems
w:th the commission’s spend-

directorof ‘the RDA said offi-
cials wanted to check with
elected officials about the loan.
Even though the RDA
received approval, Sanders
said the money does come with
some provis:ons updates on
when the commission will pay
back the loan and whether the
$6 million loan will be enough.
“There’s still more money
there, but what we're trying to
flgure out is how much is this

darn’ thmg going to cost?”

. Sanders said.

The levee proJect is already
over -budget by $125 million
and was supposed to be com-
pleted a decade ago. The com-
mission has been trying to
determine the. final cost,
Melton said, but is having
problems na1lmg the figure
down because of changes.

The most recent loan, given
to the.commission Wednesday,
should .get the- commission
through the next 90 days and
ensure that the current stage is
finished, Melton said. It will
also. help . fund the: seventh

-stage because the Army Corps

of Engineers, which is oversee-
ing the actual construction, had
to have $600,000 in an escrow

-account from'the commission,
which it didn’t have until now. .,
The money will also “allow

the-commission to pishtoward

.the final.-land; acquisitions.

needed for the. :project, \Melto)n.

.said. There dre 12 cases still'in
-court, afid the commission was

getting'ready to abapidon them

_because they didn't have the
‘legal fees to contmue They
: told it would get $6'million in":

would have had to start all over

. again; Melton said, but will be,

able to contifize-now: ]

Once the money runs out,
however, the commission Wlll
have to_ask for another pay-
ment from’ the $6 million-loan.
Meltoriisaid the commission’s

5board is working; on'a list- of
;priorities and how the ‘money
ing, Tim Sanders, executive -

will be speit:to give: to the

"RDA. For the- Itmg term; the

commission’ will try to lobby
the Indiana General Assembly

‘for the final amount and the

money to repay the RDA Ioan.

When that will happen is
questionable, though, especial-
ly because of the economic
recession. _

For now, work will get back
on track Friday morning, right
after Melton depos1ts the $1.7
million check.

JEWWM /s MO?

—




Un the brink of-disaster, New Year's tve"
;shutdown is rescmded after $1 .M.loan OKd

'I'IMES FlI.E PHOTO

Rwer Dnve in Munster s submerged after the Little Cafumat Rl'.rer overﬂowed In September. The I.lttle Ca[umet commlssmn has recewed addlhonal fundmg

CTHE
. FUNDS

The Little Cal
compission

“ received a $17 -
‘million draw -
from the RDA's.
$6-miflion loan”
to continue

_tpergtions.

Wednesday's -, -

draw was onfy

. the second .
against the 56 .
million lean,
bringing the
total received
by the .
commission to
about $3
million: The -
modey-comes
with a request
for a plan for-
repayment._

. BY SUSAN BROWN
" shrown@nwitimes.com -
219.836.3780

Little Calumet Kiver
.Basin  Development
Commission  from

tions Wednesday.

When contacted at the com- -

mission’s Portage offices before
‘noon, interim Executive Director

Jody ‘Melton .confirmed reports -
the commission intended to sus-~ |
pénd operations by thé end of

the business day. .
-“We have no money, and they
dor’t want to runup any more

bills,” Melton said of the com-

mission’s decision.
The commission’s own three

contractors were- told- not to -

report to work this week, and
only Melton and the commis-

o he Northwast Indidna
 Regional Development: *
Authority rescued the’

- shutting down opera- -

-IESSICA A, WOOLF | 'I'HE TIMES

A view of the- Little Calumet where the levee holds back the water Trom the Hawthrong
Drwe Accurqu lo the Nafional Weather Serwce the Little Calumet River rose to 1432

feet early Sunday mornlnq
sion’s businéss

_ 'mgnager
remained in the office.

- While all administrative func- .

tions were set'to end Wednesday,

Mplton said pipeline relocation’
‘ina cnncal stage of the levee

See LITTLE CAL, Il




" The Times, saying the commis-
“siofrs request for its latest
- draw ori the RDA's $6 million

humcm

- Conﬂnued from A1

pm]ect would continue for
now. A coordination, meeting -

"on the pipeline ‘work was
scheduled for next week, but

Melton said the commission’s,

-,contracted _éngineer, would-

not be afténding because of

' the funding issue.

‘When contacted regarding
the -shutdown, RDA board.

Chairman Leigh’ Morris said |

more news was imminent.
- Morris - soon’ re-contacted

loan had been approved, and ™

"the: transfer of“$1.7 million

- would be compleoed the same

day .
Last week, RDA Execuuve

. Diréctor- Tim .Sanders had -

hedged on releasing any more
‘RDA dollars toward the feder-

_al levee project, saying some of

his board members-were con--
cerned about how. the loan
was to be paid back despite a
state audit clearing the com-
‘mission of any wrongdoing..
Morris on Wednesday,

"-however, :took a firm stand in

honoring the. RDA’s commit-

. hent to the project.

"«The audit report lias been
reviewed. It is clean and along,
with that will-come the trans-

' mission of funds,” he said.

Morris’ sard the money

- PHOTO

Indrana Department of Natural Resources Conservatlon thcer Bryce Kllmek pushes the Bednarourskl familyina.
boat from therr Munster home after the Lrttle Calumet Rrver flooded therr nerghborhood in September

cbrries with a re‘ciuést for 'é plan
for repaying the nmoney - and-.
completing the levee project.’

“This was never- a. grant,”.
he said. “It “was always a "
loan.”

‘Mortis, who did not seI:Ve.
‘'on the RDA board at the tiime

‘the 1éan was approved, said he

believes the commission plays
a central. role in’ verifying
repayment, but other officials .
with 2 stake in- the. project
have had' concerns over, how

‘the loan.is to be repfud and,

how the frioney can be spent

.
t -

On Wednesday, The Times
obt:amed 4 ‘copy of a letter,.
‘signed by Indiana Gowv. Mitch
Danielsand U.S. Rep.Pete Vis-
“closky;-D-Ind., to the RDA; in-

++ which. Daniels and Vlsclosky
-urged the RDA to earmark the’

money ‘toward ° construction,

land acquisition and utility’

relocation rather ‘than admin-
istrative costs. The two offi-
cials' also commit to working
~with legislators - to secure

repayment _through - subse-

quent bierinial state budgets.
‘ Moms said the'loan agree-

ment " also 1ncludes money-
toward. Griffith/Burr “Street
'FEMA requirements; He indi-" |
cated administrative : costs

may be. acceptable. o -

“Within those féur purpos-’
es, there may well be overliead
costs, staffing and such, but all
the* expenditures’ need to be
within those four areas, " he
said.

Meltor: later said wmh thev
latest RDA draw on its way,
‘the commission would not go
out of business: Wednesdaya

: after all.




Visclosky:
Partners in
levee plan
should meet

Audit clears way for push to
finish flood control project

BY SUSAN BROWN
shrown@nwitimes.com
219.836.3780

A spokesman for U.S. Rep. Pete
Visclosky, D-Ind., said last week
that finishing construction of the
Little Calumet River levee remains
a top priority for the congressman.

With the state audit sought by
Northwest Indiana lawmakers
clearing the Little Calumet River
Basin Development Commission of

any wrongdoing, Charles Brimmer, :

chief of staff to the congressman,
said the commission must “go to
the stakeholders and say, ‘Here’s
the money we need.” ”

“Finance Committee Chairman
Kent Gurley, the commission’s
treasurer, said Friday that two
long-term budgets, covering the
years 2009 and 2010 and totaling
$5.6 million each, are to be based
on an estimate his committee

‘See LEVEE, A8

VISCLOSKY

THE THAW

The Little
Calumet River
hit a high of
141 feet last
weekend,
about 2 feet
higher than
the early flood
stage.

The Times

szuarj 4, 40019

__-____,...e.-n-aw_

Levee
Continued from Al

/
developed for finishing the
project from Kennedy Avenue
to the Illinois state line.

- The estimate also shows
costs of almost $2 million for
2011 and $325,000 for 2012,
bringing the total to a little
more than $13.5 million.

Brimmer said he was
alarmed by last weekend’s
thaw, which had him clamor-
ing for information regarding
the impact on..the Little
Calumet.

The river hit a high of 14.1
feet last weekend, about 2
feet higher than the early
flood stage of 12 feet, prompt-
ing nervous Munster town
officials to sandbag their side
of the river as a precaution.

“People should understand
the congressman and the gov-
ernor are working to solve
this problem, and we would
go back to our original sug-
gestion to the commission,
now that the audit is finished,
to ¢ome up with the assess-
ment of the total amount of
nonfederal matches to finish
the project,” Brimmer said
before the cost estimate was
released.

With a cost estimate in
hand, Brimmer said the com-
mission needs to-call a meet-
ing among representatives of
the state, the congressman,
the county and the municipal-
ities along the river to assess
the best way to move forward.

“It would be our intention
to have construction that

would be concurrent, funding
allowing, on all parts of the
levee, as soon as possible,” he
said.

Within two days of Brim-
mer’s comments, it was
learned the commission
intended to shut down its
operations pending funding.
Some field work would con-
tinue, but all administrative
functions were set to cease on
New Year’s Eve, said Jody
Melton, the commission’s
interim executive director. |

The Northwest Indiana
Regional Development
Authority granted the com-
mission a $1.7 million draw
against a $6 million loan it
had earlier approved, saving
the commission from having
to cease operations. i



Board to
consider
new levee
proposal

Resolutlon urges state to

OK STIF as fundmg source -

.+

BY.SUSAN BROWN
- - sbrown@nwitimes.com
' 219 836 3780

HAMMONDQJ Success at the'state
level dppears dim, but the North
. Township Board today is expectéd

to approve a resolution urging the

state to allow the city of Hammond .

to use sales tax increment finanging,
"or STIF; to help fund the federal
" Jevee project..

The Hammond Clty Councll last

' month adopted a resolution in sup- -

port  of
the meas-

'MEETING CHANGE Ediowe

The NorthTownship.Board : . tially pro-
. typically meets.in the Wicker . posed” by

ParkSoc:alCenférln T Hod m -

-Highilatid! but today wifl meet -m © n d
" at2pm.atitsHammond. Mayor

L lqcatmn 5947, Hohman'Av,e,., Thomas
E \." '.;,_.’. » McDér-

. to - mott Jr.
Wlule attend.mg a meeung of the Lit-
-tle Caliimet River Basin’ Develop-
ment Comrmssmn

~ McDermhott’ offered ‘to- apply the
ﬁnancmg ‘tool'to the Cabela’s devel-
opment and donate the proceeds

from-the sales: tax diversion to the

ailing federal levee project, He urged
. surrounding communities to .adopt
# similar resolutions to demonstrate a
regional approach to solving the
. problém.
;f’» “Obviously we have a vested

- interest,” North Township Trustee’

Frank Mrvan told the board when it
met last week.

The levee is only partially con-

stracted along the borders of:High-

land’§tWicker Park; where flooding
has .ravaged- the park’s golf course
. over the last few years. The commis-
. sion and the US. Army Corps ‘of
' Engineers long have assured towri-
" ship officials. the completed levee
would end the park’s severe ﬂood—
ing.

- Given the current economy,
Mrvan doubted the state could, be
persuaded to permit Hammond to
use STIE. On the othier hand, Mrvan

+ said. 'signing on in support of the
- effort shows the state the communi- .
" ties along the river were doing
- something to try to help themselves.

.Though a resolution haspt
made its’ way onto the Munster
Town Council’s meeting agenda,
Couincilman Michael Mellon said

* McDermiott’s proposal seemed like

“

a good one. |
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On Monday, Munster

“Town . Manager Tom,
: 'DeGluho 1nd1cated the coun- '

cons1der the meas—

‘-ffgot to have. a funchng-’
“source,” he said.

' DeG1uho too, however,
“questioned the eEfort’s suc-
icess. “Welre' in-a recess1on %
he said. -“THe first tl'ung you
lose is sales tax.

' DeGmho sard ‘the town
st waiting.or the state’s

‘response ‘The town ‘is
-preparing to build its own

temporary levee as high as
that on the Hammond side of
the river.

. “We’re not going to wait
36 months,™ hie-.said. “The

whole: “purpose is to firish
what we’re doing before the '

spring rains. I’ not good for
the residents ‘to ‘be worried
every time it gets cloudy that

there will. be another record .

event.” .
In H1ghland where the

_ levee is nearly complete

Clerk-Treasurer Michael
Griffin said he would expect
local ~officials to cooperate.

“We-d ‘enjoy some pro-
‘tections,” he said. T would-

i;hke to ;see .our IlElgthI‘S
** enijoy their & own protection.””

« . Griffin, however also had-

concertis’ abotit how much

aid could ;. Be -derived ,from ‘

STIF giver ‘the recession b
- Meanwhile, a spokesman

'!fOI‘ the s Indlana Economi¢

Development « Corporation.
satd‘the IEDC would:,
the effort:¥
, ~“The state accelefated: i ;
excess ‘of $6 million to the -
‘Little Calumet project as

part of our effort to win the

~Cabela’s’ investment in 2006

and provrde .the required

’matclung funds for the flood

coritrol pro]ect ? said Mitch
Frazier, director of media
Telauons Theé TEDC would
oppose using sales tax incre-

~ment .financifig to provide

additional fundlng for he
project, as it; represen :
1tfcreased cost to the st
terms ‘of fost reverue.”
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"-portanon system, shutting

RD‘A loan n
Wasn 't a :
gweaway ;

. .-:L"”.-f*' *"i

AR

orter County Council members squab-

. bling over the last-minute rescut of the
Little Calumet River Basin Developmerit
Commission are too hasty in their cr1t1-

_cism of the flood control effort’s savior.
“This doesi’t help my waning enthusiasm for
* the RDA,” council President Bob Poparad said ,
last week ' :
Poparad was reacting to the Northwest Indl—
ana. Regional Development Authorlty s loan of -
$1 7 mllhon to. the Little Calurnet ﬂood' 0 rol A

Developm, I t:
Authurlty S
mission. It was a

~ bridge loan to* .
keep a vital effort

Pty AR iAot ¥

" left hiindreds homeless and
“crippled the region’s trans-

down the Borman Expressway affectiriq
for several days. thousands of .
It would be worse than people from .

shameful for the flood control  collapsing. -:"'_‘:."
efforts to be abandoned when E G.}
a bridge loan is available. '

f
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Even so; some Porter County Coincil mem’
bers are talking about withdrawing from Ehe !
RDA, not convinced the county is getting’ a good
return on its $3.5 million annual investment, The

. Little Cal bailout is not. good ammunition for )

thEII' argument.

True, spending on flood control is not in keep—
mg with the RDA’s four main ob_]ectlves but if's
a loan, not an expenditure at the cost of : any “f

‘other project the. RDA should be supporting.

 The Porter County'Couneil folks complalnmg
about the RDA’s involvement’ should recogmze ‘it

* for what it is. : 3

The $1.7 million has to be repaid by the:state,
so it wasn’t diluting the Northwest Indiana;
Regional Development Authority’s mission. It
was a bridge loan to keep a vital effort affeetmg
a vast area from collapsing.

The councilmen should be glad the RDA was
able to step in at the last minute. What if a simi-
larly vital project in Porter:County were in need
of a Ioan to continue operatlons until state firids
could be provided? The precedent has been set.

The Little Calumet levee system needs tobe
completed quickly. The Indiana General Asseni-

. bly needs to provide the necessary.funds that,y

will see this project to completion as well'ag to

repay the RDA loan. o ,
And Porter County officials should be prais-

ing, not criticizing, the RDA for this loan. >

.







