
MINUTES OF THE LITTLE CALUMET RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION  
HELD AT 6:00 p.m., WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20, 2025 

Location: LCRBDC OFFICE, Munster, IN 
 
Chairman Baker presided and called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. There were seven (7) Commission members present at roll 
call. Quorum was declared.   
 
Commissioners Present: Visitors: 
William Baker, Chairman Gary Lee – Gary 
Tom Wichlinski, Vice-Chairman Dave Taborski - Gary 
Tom Gozdecki, Treasurer Thomas Burke – CBBEL 
Levon Whittaker, Secretary  Doreen Carey - Gary 
David Castellanos Harvie Pollard - USGS 
Robert Ochi  
Ron Ware  
 Zoom Participants: 
Commissioners Absent: Kay Westhues 
Anthony Broadnax Tim Zorn 
 Jeff Huet – Town of Schererville 
 David Lampe - USGS 
Executive Director:  
Dan Repay  
  
Attorney:  
Nicole Bennett  
  
Staff:  
Jodi Lambert  
  

Statements to the Board –  
No Statements to the Board 
 
Approval of Minutes -  
Commissioner Gozdecki made a motion to approve the minutes from July 16, 
2025, as presented; motion seconded by Commissioner Castellanos.  Chairman 
Baker asked if there were any questions and called for a vote.  Motion passed with 
7 aye votes.   
 
Chairman’s Report –  
Chairman Baker thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  He reminded 
everyone that our minutes, meeting recordings, stream gages, and other 
information are available on our website at www.littlecalumetriverbasin.org.  He 
further stated that the Commission is responsible for maintaining a $275 million 
man-made federal flood control project. He noted that the pictures from the 2008 

http://www.littlecalumetriverbasin.org/
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flood shown at every meeting serve as a reminder of the importance of 
maintaining this system to manage natural events.  Those events have an impact 
on the community.  The September 2008 events caused almost ninety million 
dollars in damages, and the expressway was shut down for nearly a week.  
Chairman Baker stated that this is a project that deals with Mother Nature and if 
we get 10 gallons of water for our 5-gallon bucket, we will have some issues.  But 
the preparations today are significantly better than before the 2008 flood. 
Chairman Baker recognized the ongoing collaboration with communities within 
the watershed to prevent a recurrence of the 2008 flooding events. Additionally, 
he pointed out the economic benefits of completing and certifying the levee 
annually, which eliminates mandatory flood insurance for at least 4,000 properties, 
saving about $4 million per year for the community.  
 
Finance –  
Chairman Baker addressed the August 2025 claims totaling $495,315.83.  
Commissioner Ware moved to approve the claims as presented, and 
Commissioner Gozdecki seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Repay provided an explanation of several claims, starting with two claims from 
DLZ Engineering in the amounts of $82,575.05 and $29,638.14 for design work on 
the Kennedy Avenue Bridge.  HWC Engineering submitted a claim in the amount 
of $59,475.00 for the continued engineering and design of Optimist Lake.  
$32,748.59 was paid to Hasse Construction Co., Inc. for their culvert cleaning work 
of the four under 80/94.  This was part of our normal inspection schedule as the 
culverts need to be inspected every five years per USACE guidelines.  The U.S. 
Geological Survey submitted a claim in the amount of $30,025.00 for quarterly 
operation and maintenance of multiple streamgages throughout the system. 
Finally, a reimbursement of $40,180.96 was paid to Lake County Parks as part of 
the Little Calumet Conservation Collaborative.   
 
Chairman Baker asked if there were any questions and called for a roll-call vote.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Executive Director’s Report – 
Mr. Repay gave an update on several of the projects: 

• Following up on questions from our last work study session, these are the 
elevations of the current Kennedy Avenue and what is being proposed: 
 

Existing Bridge: 
Top of deck – El. 600.0 
Bottom of bridge – El. 597.8 
 
New Bridge: 
Top of deck – El. 607.96 
Bottom of bridge – El. 601.23 
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Flood elevation at Kennedy Avenue 
200 year – El. 598.66 
100 year – El. 598.13 

 
• Deep River Rock Riffle Trail – I reached out to NIRPC to see if any dollars are 

available for this bike trail.  I will report back once I hear from them. 
• Pump One at the Burr Street Pump Station was reinstalled this morning.  As 

you may recall, it was determined that some of the wiring was cut.  The 
cause has not been determined, but all pumps at the station are now in 
working order. 

• We are waiting on final locates on some large pipelines between Clark 
Road and Grant Street before we can get in the water and clear some 
blockages.  We are also performing some minor clearing on Dyer Ditch 
between US Route 30 and 213th Street. 

• The Grand Opening of Sauerman Woods is this evening.  I was unable to 
attend as it conflicted with our meeting, but a statement of support was 
sent on behalf of the Commission.  

• A draft of our watershed study will be available in early October with the 
final report completed by November.  All communities within the watershed 
were asked to participate.  So far, every municipality except New Chicago 
and Cedar Lake have been interviewed.  This study will also include 
information gathered from INDOT, Porter County and other government 
agencies in the watershed. 
 

Director Repay gave an overview of the weekend rain event which saw over nine 
inches of rain falling in areas to the north of our watershed, including Robertsdale, 
Whiting and East Chicago.   Several areas within our watershed saw up to three 
inches of rain in a very short period of time which caused our gauges to rise to 
near action level.  Mr. Repay was out during the event checking the status of the 
river and communicating with municipalities withing the watershed.    
 
Presentation -  
The following report was presented at the meeting.  The link to the video 
presentation is included below: 
 

• U.S. Geological Survey – Scientific Investigation Report for the Chase Street 
Well. 

Presented by: 
Harvie Pollard, Hydrologist, USGS Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Water 
Science Center 
David Lampe, Branch Chief of Science, Associate Director – Indiana, 
USGS Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Water Science Center 

 
Video:  https://youtu.be/CpDyWv9XZaE?si=af3e5q4ps5lPk1cF 
 

https://youtu.be/CpDyWv9XZaE?si=af3e5q4ps5lPk1cF
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Other Issues/New Business –  
No Other Issues/New Business. 
 
There being no further business, the next regular meeting was scheduled for 6:00 
p.m. Wednesday, August 20, 2025. 

 

 
Appointing Authority Disclosure: 

William Baker, Chairman, Appointed by: Governor, Term of Appointment: 10/01/2008 to 12/31/2021 
Thomas Wichlinski, Vice Chairman, Appointed by: Governor, Term of Appointment: 08/01/2009 to 12/31/2021 
Thomas Gozdecki, III, Treasurer, Appointed by: Governor, Term of Appointment: 08/30/2012 to 12/31/2021 
Levon Whittaker, Secretary, Appointed by: Governor/City of Gary, Term of Appointment: 06/30/2014 to 06/30/2018 
Anthony Broadnax, Commissioner, Appointed by: Governor, Term of Appointment: 04/01/2010 to 12/31/2021 
David Castellanos, Commissioner, Appointed by: Governor/ Lake County Commissioners, Term of Appointment: 06/30/2014 to 
06/30/2018 
Ronald Ware, Jr., Commissioner, Appointed by: Governor/Lake County Commissioners, Term of Appointment: 12/01/2017 to 
12/31/2021 
Robert Ochi, Commissioner, Appointed by: Governor/City of Hammond, Term of Appointment: 10/01/2019 to 09/30/2023 
 
Archived access to meeting recordings: https://www.littlecalumetriverbasin.org/meetings/ 
 

https://www.littlecalumetriverbasin.org/meetings/

